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Being & Making Disciples!
Boots on the Ground Create a Great Ground Swell!
I am still amazed as I think back to August 2016 when Holy Ghost Lutheran Church hosted the first Global Leadership Summit in
FBG! It was held at the Hill Country University Center with 211 locals attending! There were sixty-two Holy Ghosters among that
crowd, and in addition to those in the seats, another one-hundred-sixteen Holy Ghosters served in some capacity or another—totaling
178 persons from this congregation being directly involved in the event! In my humble opinion, that is a ground swell of souls!
Other than weekly worship services and Sunday School attendance that occasionally goes over two-hundred, there is not another
ministry/activity/program that involves that kind of number from our church!
We are committed to leading the community in this event again in 2017—and this year it’s being held at the FBG High School Auditorium where the seating capacity is much larger and the chairs much softer! Again, fourteen top-notch world-class leaders from a
variety of occupational disciplines will offer some of the best of the best in terms of learning, challenging, inspiration, team tools,
and faith! People who attend have said that their leadership skills are elevated not only as an individual, but as a spouse, parent,
team player, boss, business owner, employee, church member and community volunteer!
2017 community partner organizations with HGLC include: FISD, Hill Country Memorial Hospital, Allen Keller Co,
Security State Bank, and First Baptist Church! Other groups that have a strong backing of participants attending are: First United
Bank, Bethany Church, Double L Feed, Agri Tech, Oak Hills Church,
Fischer & Wieser, Luckenbach, Heritage School, FBG
Chamber of Commerce, City of FBG, and Mission de Candelilla. To
date, 227 have registered and the number seems to grow daily! Of that
number, forty-one Holy Ghosters have signed up and another fifty
servant-volunteers are stepping up! God willing, this number will also increase!
Please note: this conference is not just for organizations or CEO-type leaders—it’s for the plain Janes and the normal Joes! It’s for
parents to get better at raising children; stay-at-home spouses to increase in their leading capacity in the household; retired
individuals who want to intentionally use this season of their lives; youth who want to get a tremendous jump on leadership concepts
-- it is for any and all who lead—and that is all of us because everyone leads in something or another!
This learning event is especially for individual Christian believers who seek to be more intentional in getting better in their personal
lives, relationships, witness, creative thinking, conflict resolution, forgiveness, health, etc.!
There is yet time to register for this powerful experience that is coming to our own backyard on August 10-11! The great low price
for Holy Ghost members is: $89 thru July 11 and $119 thereafter. Register by going to the HGLC website at: holyghostfbg.org and
using the discount code: PHS17TEAM. Consider it an investment in your being a greater tool for God!
Without mentioning any names, there is a very busy individual at HGLC who works in the community and volunteers many hours to
several different organizations. This person used to say, “I can’t even think about being out of work or away from the house for two
straight days to attend the GLS!” Now this person says, “I can’t afford to miss it!”
Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” In a similar way, through the venue of the GLS we
all can become better, sharper, more diligent, faithful, intentional followers of Jesus Christ as we seek to
“Be and Make Disciples in Jesus’ Name!”
May we all join in either attending, serving, supporting or praying that GLS in FBG 2017 may again be a large number of HGLC
boots on the ground creating a great ground swell for the Kingdom of God!
Amen!
+Pastor Bobby Vitek
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Sabbatical News
Pastor David will be out of the
office and away from regular duties
until August 28 as he focuses on
renewal, retreading, restoring, and
being revitalized for ministry.
Please keep him in your prayers.

Strategic Planning Team

Stepping Up!
While Pastor David is on sabbatical, we
are thankful to be blessed with Pastors
Clint Pluenneke, Jan Unger & Alan
Williams who are providing additional
pastoral support alongside Pastor Bobby.
Along with these pastors, there is a
whole host of 1500 other “ministers”
who can step up and lead! Anyone
desiring to make some home visits or
hospital calls, contact Pastor Bobby.

A task force of ten persons made up from members of the
Building Team, Council, Investment Team, Property Team,
and Parsonage Research Team have been meeting to pray and
discern God’s direction for the ministry of the campus
properties. Keep this group in your prayers as they research,
pray over, and offer their findings to the church council. The
team includes: Garret Bonn, Diane Staudt, Lester Frantzen,
Jerry Christensen, Steve Olfers, Kory Keller, Greg
Henricksen, Judy Vordenbaum, Doyle Moellering, Lisa
Bullion and Pastor Bobby.

The 19th Annual Cowboy Service
The 19th Annual Cowboy service will be held July 2nd at HGLC! It’s a great opportunity
to invite that under-churched person who may be just a bit unfamiliar or suspicious about
traditional church services but is willing to try a church experience that is based on
something they are a bit more comfortable with—C&W! That’s why we do this and
other alternative type services—to open the door to those that we might draw closer to
Jesus! How can they come to know Christ, if they are not in the seats? Bring your
under-churched friend—they may thank you eternally!
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HOLY GHOST LUTHERAN WOMEN OF FAITH

FRUITS & VEGETABLES – It's that time of the year to think about Fall Festival. If anyone has an
overabundance of fruits or vegetables this summer, please share them with the Women of Faith ladies to
can or cook jellies and jams for the Festival. We always have lots of requests for wild plum jam, so if
you have any plums to share, we will take them. Also, we are in need of 8 ounce (½ pint) jars for jellies
and jams. Contact Liz Hohenberger at 997-3903 or Polly Zenner at 997-5701 if you have any to share.
SPECIAL THANKS for the donation of 8 oz. (half-pint) jars we have received.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTERS meet in the Old Sunday School Building every
Monday and Tuesday afternoon from 1:00 to 5:00pm. They also meet the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 8:30 to noon, when they tie the quilts that have been sewn. We are always in need of
help.
DATES TO REMEMBER
July 1 & 2
July 10
July 13
July 13
Aug. 17

– Fair Trade Products Sale – Katherine Luther Circle
– Evening Guild Meeting – 6:00 pm – Fellowship Hall
– Lydia Circle Meeting – 9:30am – Fellowship Hall
– Katherine Luther Circle Meeting – 1:00pm – Fellowship Hall
– Summer Fun Night – 6:00pm – Fellowship Hall

THE SPIRIT IS GOING DIGITAL!
We’ve been working hard to ﬁnd more eﬃcient ways to use our God-given
resources, and we’ve decide to make our
monthly church newsleDer available via email. If you’d like to receive your copy of
The Spirit in a monthly e-mail instead of by
mail, please ﬁll out this insert and return to
the church oﬃce.
___ YES! Please send The Spirit to my email address!
Preferred e-mail:
________________________________
This eﬀort will help reduce the money we
spend monthly on
postage and prin ng! Thanks
for working with us to be
beDer stewards of our giFs!

“Enhancing & Maintaining a Healthy
Marriage”
“Enhancing & Maintaining a Healthy Marriage” is the
tle of a three-part workshop designed to assist
couples in improving,
strengthening, and preserving
their marriage. These classes
are for couples who have been
married for one year or forty!
The topics will include: July 12“Balance & Harmony;” July 19“Numbing & Distancing;” and
July 26- “Boundaries & In macy.” The cost is $75 per
couple (which is the amount spent on a couple meals
out!) and is a great investment in your rela onship!
Rick McMinn will lead the sessions on the above
Wednesdays from 6-7:30pm at the HGLC Fellowship
Hall. RSVP at the church oﬃce to reserve a spot!
“And the two shall become one” (but it requires
inten onality!). It has been said, “marriages that
work, are accomplished by couples who work at
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It’s that time of year when the produce section at HEB is packed
with healthy, fresh, colorful, juicy fruits! Fruit is packed with
fiber, antioxidants, and vitamins which can lower blood pressure,
reduce risk of heart disease, prevent some types of cancer, and
help digestion. Eat a variety of types and colors of fruit in order
to give your body the mix of nutrients it needs. Fruits vary
widely in their sugar content and while they are naturally
occurring sugars rather than the added kind, which makes a BIG difference, it is still helpful
to be aware. Some fruits with low sugar content (<10g per serving) include strawberries,
blackberries, blueberries, cantaloupe, watermelon, plums, grapefruit and peaches. Higher
sugar contents (>12g per serving) are found in cherries, apples, bananas, grapes, figs,
pineapples, and mango’s.
The Healthcare Team

Quick Draw!

A Living Will Forum?
The Stewardship Team continues
to offer educational opportunities
for the congregation assisting with
resources for determining life
choices. The next one is a follow up to the “Be
Prepared” workshop and will be held during the
Adult Sunday School Hour on July 23. Linda
Simonson from HCMH will lead this session on
the subject of preparing documents that reflect
your wishes in case you cannot make a health/life
decision for yourself. It is free and all are
welcome to attend.

Holy Ghost Church is partnering with Hill Country
Memorial Hospital in bringing a low cost “life screening”
to the Fellowship Hall on Sat., July 22 from 9am-Noon!
Get specific info from the Church Office or see the
upcoming brochure in a July bulletin.
Pre-registration is required by calling 997-1419.

Cross Wall
Any member wishing to place a
cross in the Fellowship Hall for a
loved one who is deceased or as a
family unit, are encouraged to place
your order now. Our engraver is
available for the remainder of the
summer and early fall. If you would
desire to honor your family with a special cross, please
stop by the church office with the $7.00 fee and family
information.
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WORSHIP IN JULY
Saturday, 6:00pm offers an informal service;
Sunday, 8:00am is a traditional service; and
Sunday, 10:30am is a varied format.

“Come, let us worship the Lord!”
SUMMER IN THE PSALMS!
The summer sermon series will grow from being planted in the Book of psalms! Fifteen psalms—some of your
favorites and some that you may have never read will be the topics of the weekend messages. Summer is also
a perfect time to begin a new spiritual endeavor—like reading through the Psalms, taking one a day to reflect
upon devotionally.
Sat. & Sun. July 1 & 2: Psalm 95 is a Psalm of Thanksgiving mentioning that emphasizes that God is our
“great King above all gods!” The message will center on the fact that there are many “gods” or idols, but God
is the King of all gods, so may our allegiance, faith and behavior be in Him above all others!
Sat. & Sun., July 8 & 9: Psalm 3 is a lament offering human worry before the One who can actually do
something about it—God Almighty! The Jews had a special physical place to bring their cries and concerns—it
was called the “Wailing Wall.” What makes you “wail” these days? Such a wall will be in place as we come to
communion also bringing our “wailings” to the Lord?
Sat. & Sun., July 15 & 16: Psalm 27 is the psalm of the week and “Take Courage” is the message. Pastor
Jan Unger will preach the Word this weekend as we again are blessed to hear from one of the HGLC Visitation
Ministers.
Sat. & Sun., July 22 & 23: Psalm 13 is a lament psalm which expressed deep pain, disappointment, and
even fear. The subject will be the anguish of suicide that must go on inside a person’s heart who considers
such, as well as the tremendous grief that survivors are left with in its aftermath. Communion will be served
to bring us God’s light in our darkness. Names of our loved ones may be brought to the “Wailing Wall” as
people come for communion.
Sat. & Sun., July 29 & 30: Psalm 139 is the focus of our message. In this Psalm human vulnerability is
exposed as we hear that the God who made us also knows everything there is to know about us—even what
goes on inside our hearts! All three worships will be “Song-Fests” offering many of our favorite of favorites!

DEVOTION, DESSERT AND FELLOWSHIP IN THE PARK
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Get ready for another Devotion and Dessert in the
Marktplatz, on Sunday, July 23rd. Come and share a
dessert or salad, enjoy the PCAA concert music of the
Uptown Drive. Devotion will start at 5:15pm, followed
by food & fellowship. At 6:30pm some toe tapping
music will begin. Join your Holy Ghost Church family,
bring your friends and have a fun filled evening. Also,
bring a comfortable chair and a beverage of your
choice. For more information, please call Marti
Jennings at 830-990-1618, martijennings@aol.com
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Calendar
Church Website

6

The Spirit

July 2017

Ministry Schedule
Excel Spreadsheet
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Pastoral Acts:

Altar Guild:
July:

Debbie Loth, Kathy Keese, Pattie Feller, Rebecca
Mazurek & Jeannie Klett
August: Marjorie Otte, Lois Weidenfeller, Carolyn Weidenfeller,
Debbie Akin & Cheryl Feuge

Women of Faith Study Leaders:
Circles
Evening Guild
Lydia Circle
Katherine Luther

July
Helen Usener
Virginia Clark
Jeannie Klett

August
Summer Fun Night
Summer Fun Night
Summer Fun Night

Baptisms:
6/4/17
5/24/17
5/24/17

Emery Pesek
Levi Esensee
Mason Parcus

Weddings:
6/4/17 Robert & Amanda (Bush) Gibbs
Holy Ghost Financial Report:

Nursing Home Comm.: Bethany
Wednesday, 7-5
Wednesday, 7-5
Thursday, 7-6
Thursday, 7-6
Thursday, 7-6
Wednesday, 7-12
Wednesday, 7-12
Thursday, 7-13
Thursday, 7-13

9:30am
10:00am
9:30am
10:00am
10:30am
9:30am
10:30am
9:30am
10:30am

Gen. Fund Balance, May 1, 2017: $31,799.55
May Receipts: $66,014.26
May Expenses: -$62,361.48
Gen. Fund Balance, May 31, 2017: $35,452.33

Knopp Assisted
Knopp #2
Heritage Place
Paige House
Tri-Star
Windcrest
Fredericksburg
Knopp Retirement
Knopp #1

Special Offerings For May:
Ottmers Family (fire)
LWR Postage for Quilts

Financial Barometer:
May
YTD

Anniversaries:
7/8/1961
7/13/1968
7/14/1967
7/22/1967
7/22/1961
7/22/1968

$2,802.00
$270.00

Income
$66,014.26
$321,728.32

Expenses
+/-$62,361.48 $3,652.78+
-$321,275.99 $452.33+

Building/Debt Retirement Fund:
Sidney & Betty Ellebracht
Kermit & Minnie Feuge
Ray & Jeanette Hildebrand
Donald & Glenna Hartman
Atlee & Darlene Lochte
Henry & Gloria Kammlah

Dedicated Fund Balance, May 1, 2017: $21,550.87
Receipts: $29,124.00
Expenses: -$28,974.06
Balance May 31, 2017: $21,700.81

Creek Street Property Loan:
Loan Balance May 31, 2017

$833,134.82

Thank you for your faithful gifts and presence!
Birthdays:
7/2/1923
Leatrice Zirbel
7/7/1928
Rudy Olfers
7/13/1924
Josephine Alberthal
7/15/1928
Walter Bernhard
7/17/1924
Bernice Moehr
(If we missed your 90+ birthday or 50+ anniversary, please call the
church office, 997-2288.)
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Creation Care

You shall not pollute the land in which you live; for blood pollutes the land, and no expiation
can be made for the land, for the blood that is shed in it, except by the blood of the one who shed
it. You shall not defile the land in which you live, in which I also dwell, for I the Lord dwell
among the Israelites. Numbers 35: 33-34 NRSV
The Texas Hill Country has one of the most picturesque and beautiful landscapes in Texas.
With the hills, wildflowers and the open fields with livestock and exotic animals it provides a
very peaceful and tranquil scene when we drive down our country roadways. Unfortunately litter and trash often mar this beauty. Our local Missions Team is working with the Texas Highway Department to rectify this along a two mile stretch of Highway 87 South of Fredericksburg
by having trash pickup days. Numerous people have been supporting this effort by helping pick
up trash in the ditches.
There are some certain facts about litter that most of us do not realize about the decomposition
of materials:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Styrofoam containers take more than 1 million years.
Plastic jugs take 1 million years.
Plastic bags take 5000 to 1000 years.
Disposable diapers take 500 years.
Aluminum cans take 200 to 500 years.
A banana peel takes 3 weeks to 5 years.

In the United States 51.2 BILLION pieces of litter are left on roadways which is 6,729 pieces
per mile.
To keep our highways beautiful it is everyone’s responsibility to properly dispose of litter. If
you drive a pickup truck be sure to protect your trash in the back from blowing out.
This information is taken from the June 2017 Issue of Central Texas Co-op Power.
Submitted by Jerry M. Christensen of the Local Mission Team

Dear Holy Ghost Family,
I am amazed and overwhelmed with the kindness you all have shown me for my Texas
4000 journey. Whether you supported me monetarily or with your prayers and words of
encouragement, you all have made a significant difference, and I am grateful. I will carry your love and
compassion with me to Alaska and promise to pay it forward. Thank you again, and please don’t hesitate to reach
out to me if you have any questions or would like to follow our journey. My e-mail is alexkherbig@utexas.edu
and our website is www.texas4000.org.
-Alex Herbig
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Adult Class
Opportunities

Summer is a time of great adventure and
fun, but the exciting times are often
followed by times of 'boredom' as families return to their
daily routine after experiencing the excitement of travel and
camps and visitors. The Bible does address boredom with
the following verses.
Ecclesiastes 2:24 –26
Ecclesiastes 9:10
2 Timothy 2:22
Proverbs 19:15
Philippians 4:12
Micah 6:8
1 Timothy 6:6
2 Timothy 2:15

“The Sovereignty of God” study of Isaiah, Hebrews and
Revelations is led by Alton Klier, Jim Paige and Norm
Nevins. (Sundays, 9:15am - FH) New Study: a new study
will begin in June: God’s Urgent Call and The Faithful
Answered. Studies in the Old and New Testament.
Calling All “Tween “ - Age Girls!!: Grab a parent and join
us for “A Girl After God’s Own Heart” study beginning July
2nd at 9:15am in the Kammlah Room. Through reading and
discussions, we will explore God’s plan for girls around the
ages 9-12 as they navigate the and challenges of the “tween”
years. For more information, contact Tiffany Nielsen at
830-889-2650.

Ecclesiastes 3:11-13
James 4:15
2 Corinthians 10:5
Ephesians 5:15-16
Philippians 4:11
1 Timothy 6:7-8
2 Corinthians 12:9

Attention Spanish Speakers!
I am looking for one or two people who would be able to
deliver a meal to a Spanish speaking lady once a month. If
there are two, you could alternate months. This takes about 30
minutes of your time after church on the Sundays we deliver.
Call Sandy Birdlebough 998-4504.
Thanks!

New Book Study: “Crazy Love” by Francis Chan will be the
summer book study class with Pastor Bobby. It speaks of a
radical grace which calls for a radical response of faith! God
calls believers to a passionate love relationship with Himself.
Because the answer to religious complacency isn't working
harder at a list of do's and don'ts—it's falling in love and
having a daily relationship with the Creator and Redeemer of
the Universe! This love calls us to never be the same-because when you're wildly in love with someone, it changes
everything. The class meets on Sunday mornings from 9:1510:15am. Books are available in the church office for $10 or
you may purchase a copy from your vendor of choice.
New Bible Study: Gil Becker will lead a study of the Gospel
of John. All are welcome and this group will meet in the area
where Pastor David’s class normally meets. BYOB- Bring
Your Own Bible, or there are some available for use.
Men’s Breakfast Devotion: On the 2nd Wednesday of every
month at 6:30am, a group meets for food, fellowship, and a
devotion at Jalisco’s Restaurant.
Ladies’ Lunch Study: The ladies’ lunch study meets
every other Wednesday from noon – 1ish in the FH Alpha
Room (May 31). We are currently reading Grace by Max
Lucado. A new study, Listen, Love, Repeat: Other –
Centered Living in a Self-Centered World by Karen Ehman
will begin June 28. All ladies welcome and feel free to bring
your lunch! Contact Kim Gibbs 456-7299 or
kimgibbs@ctesc.net or Barbara George
bdgeorge@beecreek.net for more information.
Men’s Community Bible Study meets every Thursday at
7:00am in the fellowship hall. Leading the class is Pastor Bill
Counts. Mike Birdlebough is the contact (998-4504).

SUMMER READERS FOR WORSHIP
There will be no assigned readers for the
months of June, July, & August.
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The Spirit is the official news publication of Holy Ghost Lutheran
Church, Fbg., Texas, which is wholly responsible for its content.

MINISTRY TEAMS:
Barnabas Team
Building Comm.
“C” Team
Cemetery Team
Cemetery Team
Feeding John
Float Team
Fishers for Christ
Health Care Team
Holy Ghost Quilters
Holy Ghost Quilters
Hospitality Team
Investment Team
Kindernest Team
LWR Quilters
Landscape Team
Local Missions
NH Comm. Coord.
NH Devotions
“P” Team
Passion of Christ
Property Team
Prayer Team
“R” Team
Resource Mgmt.
Stewardship Team
Welcome Patrol
Worship Decorating

The Ministers, the Congregation
Bobby Vitek, Pastor
David Priem, Pastor
Clint Pluenneke, Pastor of Youth & Family Ministries
Daniel Hofmann, Minister of Children & Young Families
Shanese Lochte, Office Manager
Jennifer Juenke, Office Assistant
Blake Neffendorf, Office Assistant
June Woerner, Finance Secretary
Alan Williams, Visitation Minister
Jan Unger, Visitation Minister
Marti Jennings, Ministry Facilitator
Kim Bonillas, Kindernest Preschool Director
Jim Parker, Maintenance Technician
Deanne Moellering, Music Ministry Coord.
Carol Brinkmann, Fellowship Hall Supervisor
Arnold Schlueter, Pastor Emeritus
Paul & Marie Senff, Missionaries Emeritus
Church Office Hours
Monday through Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. - noon
Telephone: 997-2288 / Fax: 997-7869
Email: holyghost@austin.twcbc.com
Website: www.holyghostfbg.org

JoAnn Durst
997-2245
Kory Keller
210-213-7035
Virginia Clark
997-3494
Carey Bonn
997-7215
Laverne Boos
997-5759
Sandy Birdlebough 998-4504
Jennifer Helfrich
998-5207
Debbie Klaehn
997-7234
Carla Herbig
992-1865
Helen Usener
997-7945
Irene Crutcher
997-7072
Kat Jacoby
210-391-4407
Jamie Runnels
992-2019
Tammy Staedtler
998-7031
Roslee Lochte
997-1536
Gary & Lisa King 456-4463
J&L Christensen309-361-3970
Verdie Pezzaro 210-722-4754
Windy Duecker
997-2983
Donald Pressler
830-329-3603
M&D Akin
997-4630
Greg Henricksen
990-8138
Laverne Cuddy
456-0782
Mary Beth Bauer
864-4201
Corrine Jung
889-8640
Dwayn Boos
456-7218
Sandy Poole
997-9098
Yvonne Holleman 830-928-3662

WORSHIP TEAMS:

Bobby Vitek - pastorbv@austin.twcbc.com
David Priem - pastordp@austin.twcbc.com
Clint Pluenneke - clintp@austin.twcbc.com
Daniel Hofmann - danielh@austin.twcbc.com

Altar Guild Coord.
Altar Guild Coord.
Communion Servers
Disciple Team Leader
Disciple Team Leader
Disciple Team Leader
Nursery Child Care
Nursery Child Care
Nursery Vol. Coord.
Organist/Pianist Coord.
Readers Coord.
Video Tech Coord.

Kindernest Montessori Preschool
113 E. San Antonio Street
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624
Telephone: 997-8939

Adela Wunderlich 456-1958
Donna Rees
210-355-6971
Corrine Jung
997-3310
Glenna Hartman
257-2469
Marjorie Otte
644-2655
Polly Zenner
997-5701
Penny Ersch
997-9747
Carol Bottlinger
998-2857
Penny Ersch
997-9747
Bernice Basse
669-2380
Lois Weidenfeller 997-8455
Linda Adams
889-3250

CHOIRS:
Bell Choirs
Sanctuary Choir

Please keep us informed
There are many times when your phone call to the church office is the
only way we may discover that someone is in the hospital, ill, or in
need of a pastoral visit. Please let us know if you have special needs
outside the regular office hours.

Deanne Moellering 990-8410
Deanne Moellering 990-8410

GROUPS:

Nursery
Childcare is available on Sunday mornings from 7:45am-noon so that
parents might attend worship and/or Sunday School. Children ages 8
months through 4 years old are welcome. Penny Ersch and Carol
Bottlinger are the childcare providers. Penny Ersch also coordinates
the volunteers. Additional volunteers are always needed and welcome!
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Church Council Pres.
Men in Mission
Sunday School Supt.
Women of Faith
Women of Faith
Youth Group

Steve Olfers
Ron Cuddy
Kay Melcer
Carol Feuge
Polly Zenner
Brooke Nevins

669-2462
997-7068
992-9779
997-3071
997-5701
992-9424

HOLY GHOST LUTHERAN CHURCH
109 EAST SAN ANTONIO STREET
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 78624-4135
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