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H oly Ghost  Lutheran C hurch is blessed to have thirty-nine stained 
glass windows that  adorn the sanctuary. This historic col lect ion of 

decorat ive glass was rededicated in 20 0 7 after having been restored 
and resurfaced with new protect ive exterior coverings and is valued at  

$268K. 

Instal led at  various t imes during the history of the church, the oldest  
known date for the placement  of stained glass windows is 1919-20  
with others being added in ?26, ?38 and ?49.  The 150 th anniversary 

edit ion of the church history reads, ?addit ional stained glass windows 
were added in 1919 to the original church sanctuary,? inferring that  

there were stained glass windows prior to 1919 which were not  dated or 
are ?colored glass? as in the windows in the bell  tower.  
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The window above the ent rance door reads, 

?H oly Ghost  Evangelical Protestant  C hurch.?

 The H oly Ghost  (H eilege Geist ) C ongregat ion t races i t s origin from 
the f irst  Protestant  services held in Fredericksburg by the Rev. H enry 

Basse in 1846 at  the old V ereins K irche unt i l  the current  site was 
donated and const ruct ion began in 1888 and was completed in 1893.

The word ?Evangelical? in Germany was associated with 

being Lutheran.  



The one hundred twenty-f ive foot  tal l  bel l  tower houses three of 
the most  cont roversial windows in the ent ire col lect ion as people 

often ask: 

?What is the Jewish Star of David doing in a Christian Church?? 

The answer is twofold: 

1- C hrist ianity grew out  of O ld Testament  Judaism, so the Jewish 
faith is part  of our C hrist ian heritage; and 2- this window is also 
known as the C reat ion Star with the six points represent ing the 

six days of creat ion.  
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O f the six smaller windows facing San A ntonio St reet , 
two plain windows were given by the congregat ion; two by the 
?SonntagSchule? (Sunday School); one by M rs. O t to Kolmeier; 

and one in memory of A ugust  Jost , Jr. by his parents M r. &  
M rs. A ugust  Jost , a reminder of God's love in Jesus for al l  who 

have lost  chi ldren. These six are dated 1938.  
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Located in Sanctuary Rest room
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The window in the room to 
the right  of the sanctuary 

doors honors the seventy-six 
sons of this congregat ion who 
served the Fatherland during 

W W I, 1917-18.  

The window contains a Bible 
in the upper port ion that  is 
covered from the inside by 

the balcony. 
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Two ident ical, 
beaut iful ly-decorated 
windows are set  just  
inside the sanctuary 
proper behind the 

double doors.
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The window in the 
room to the left  of 
the sanctuary doors 

was given by the 
congregat ion in 1938. 

It  too contains a 
Bible in the upper 

port ion that  is 
covered from the 

inside by the balcony.
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"D escending D ove"

A  clear leaded-glass window 

stands above the double doors to the 

sanctuary ent rance reading, 

?In memory of al l  D eparted O fficers of this C hurch

D edicated by the C ongregat ion.? 

This window embodies the namesake of the church in the form of the 
descending dove, recall ing Jesus? sending of the H oly Ghost  on the 

day of Pentecost  as well as to al l  bel ievers of al l  t ime! 
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This window, given in memory of Henry Basse 
by his wife Bertha in 1938, points to Psalm 18:2 
which says, ?The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and 
my deliverer, my God, my rock in whom I take 
refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold.? 

This window, given by the congregation in 
1938, symbolizes Christ as the Lamb of God 
who was sacrificed for human sin, but by 
whose resurrection holds the banner of 
triumph as Revelation 5:12 pronounces: 
?Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, who receives 
power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!? 

The story of Jesus' visiting Mary and Martha 
from Luke 10 captures Mary being attentive 
to the Lord?s teaching while Martha is 
distracted with the details of life; given by the 
Women of the Church in 1938.  

  

"C ross on the Rock in the Sea"

"V ictory Lamb"

"M ary &  M artha"
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  This window, given by the youth group in 1938, 
is inspired by Revelation 3:20 where Christ 
invites each of us to answer His invitation. 

  This window recalls the words of Hebrews 4:12, 
?The word of God is living and active, sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul 
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart.? It was 
given by the Women of the Church in 1926. 

This window depicts the Greek letters for A and 
Z and captures the words of Revelation 1:8 
where Jesus says, "I am the Alpha and the 
Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.? It was given by 
the Women of the Church in 1926.   

"Jesus Standing at  the D oor Knocking"

"Bible and the Sword"

"A lpha &  O mega"
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  Two windows celebrate the two sacraments of the Lutheran C hurch, 

H oly Bapt ism and H oly C ommunion. 

These windows were both given by the W omen of the C hurch in 1926. 
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The Good Samaritan story from Luke 10  is told 
in picture form and was given in remembrance of 

D r. W ilheim Keidel, the f irst  doctor in 
Fredericksburg, and his son, D r. A lbert  Keidel; 
gifted from his son, D r. V ictor Keidel, in 1920 .  

 The Good Shepherd story from Luke 15 

depicts Jesus as the O ne who leaves the 
ninety-nine in search of the one lost  sheep.  
It  was given in remembrance of H enry S.W . 
Basse, the f irst  pastor in Fredericksburg, and 
his son, A dolf Basse; gifted from his widow, 

M rs. Lina Basse in 1920 .  

  

"The Good Samaritan"

"The Good Shepherd"
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The far-left  window 
celebrates the A nnunciat ion 

of God?s divine plan of 
salvat ion in sending H is only 

begot ten Son, who is born 
into this world by the power  

of the H oly Spiri t  descending 
upon the V irgin M ary 

(f lower). 

 Three windows in the west  
t ransept  share the common 
theme of the Incarnat ion. 
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The far-right  window 
depicts that  not  long after 
Jesus? birth, K ing H erod 
at tempted to assassinate 

the newborn K ing. Joseph, 
being warned in a dream, 

f led with the family to 
Egypt , represented by the 
Sphynx. The three birds 

represent  the holy family?s 
f l ight  to Egypt .   

  

These windows were 
placed in 1949 during the 

church addit ion. 

The center window  
represents the birth of C hrist . 

The star which led the 
wisemen and came to rest  on 

Bethlehem points to our 
Savior's manger.

The words of the angels' 
chorus from Luke 2 are 

writ ten, ?G loria in Excelsis 
D eo? which means: 

?G lory to God in the 
highest !? 

This window was donated by 
the Tabea Ladies A id Society, 

which is short  for the N ew 
Testament  name Tabitha. 
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Three windows in the 
east  t ransept  upli ft  the 

common theme of 
C hrist 's ult imate 

purpose. 

 The far-left  window 
pictures Gethsemane as 

two hands come together, 
one reaching down from  
H eaven (God) and the 

other (sinners) reaching up 
from earth in faith to  

receive Jesus.  

W hat  bridges the two is 
the extended cup of 

C hrist?s  blood given and 
shed for sinners on that  
night  in which H e was 
bet rayed on M aundy 

Thursday.  

This window was given in 
1949 in remembrance of the  

parents of M r. &  M rs. 
Robert  A rhelger.   
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These were placed 
during the 1949 church 

addit ion.  

The center window 
contains the cross and crown 

of thorns of Good Friday 
reminding us that  i t  is only 

through the cross of C hrist?s 
suffering and death that  

sinners have hope. It  was given 
in 1949 by the V eterans of 
W W II in memory of those 

who sacrif iced their l ives for 
their count ry.  

  

The far-right  window 
upli ft s the A scension of 
C hrist , victorious over 

Satan and risen from the 
dead, who claims H is glory 
and is seated at  the right  

hand of the Father in 
H eaven. 

This window was given by 
the congregat ion in  

memory of the f ive men of 
the church who gave their 
l ives serving this  count ry 

during W orld W ar II.    
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The four stairwells are each home to a window that  shares 
the same glass pat tern but  was given by different  groups: 
Sunday School (west  back); Youth Luther League (west  

front ); Ladies A id Sewing C ircle (east  back); and in memory 
of O t to Kolmeier by his wife D orthea (east  front ). 

These were placed during the 1949 church addit ion.  

  

Each stairwell  also contains a small stained glass window, bringing the 
total stained glass window count  to thirty-nine.  
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The church's t reasure of these stained glass

 windows cont inues to be dedicated to the glory 

of God in the name of the Father, Son, and H oly 

Spiri t . A s beaut iful as H oly Ghost  Lutheran 

C hurch is on the outside, the t rue beauty is only 

experienced on the inside where, through the 

generat ions, God?s people have heard the story 

of Jesus and H is love and have been called to 

?Be and M ake D isciples in Jesus? N ame!?  

  

Summer Sermon Series 20 19

Photos by Blake N effendorf 
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