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2020 was filled with enough curveballs, wildcards, and unknowns not only for a year, but 
probably for an entire decade!  

With only six weeks of 2021 under our belts, our Lenten journey begins, and what began in 2020 with the 
COVID condition continues to persist into our new year. The stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve and 
the turn of a calendar page did not automatically change the lay of the land with the virus.  So, what shall 
we do? Where can we turn? How shall we prevail? What’s the game plan?    

Our 2021 Lenten theme suggests that we “Let Go and Let God” which is much easier said than done. 
The simple yet often uncomfortable formula of letting go and letting God is accomplished by faith. So 
how does this unfold for the season of Lent? 

The green book hymn #406, “Take My Life, that I May Be,” consists of six verses which can be easily 
broken into twelve sub-themes. Each of the dozen subsets offers a segment of life: self, service, talents, 
vocation, gifts, guilt, resources, relationships, witness, struggles, worship, etc. Over the course of the six 
weeks of midweek worships, as well as the six weekend services, we will unfold the twelve subjects that 
we so often have difficulty in letting go and giving over to God.   

Sometimes it’s an issue of control or selfishness, other times it’s greed-driven, and still other times we just 
don’t trust God enough to think that He can take better care of it than we can. Whatever the problems 
you and I face in 2021, COVID-related or not, the answer is “Let Go and Let God!” Pending any COVID 
changes, all services will be offered in-person and online.   

The following pages contain story after story from the lives of your Holy Ghost Church family and 
friends who share from their faith experiences. Some are struggles and others are celebrations. Some 
bring a tear and others a smile. All will inspire someone on some level for faith-growth, challenge, 
appreciation, heartache, repentance, worship, and/or service. Let the stories live in and then beyond you 
as you may consider sharing the contents with a friend in a similar situation.   

Wristbands will be available as a “soft” evangelism tool to speak of your faith and/or church as 
opportunities present themselves to share with someone who inquiries about what your wristband 
represents.  It could lead to your inviting them to join you in worship or on-line and your letting them 
know you’ll be praying for them if they have a special need for “letting go and letting God” work in their 
lives in greater ways.  

Join the journey knowing that we all have items we could “Let Go and Let 
God” in 2021!  

Amen? Amen! 

      Pastor Bobby Vitek 



 

Dearest Father,  
Please help us to always live our life to the fullest, giving our troubles to you and totally submitting to your 
Word.  You are our strength and comfort. Amen.

When I think about this year’s Lenten theme, “Let Go and Let God,” I think 
about my mom, Evelyn Spaeth Ristau Goff.  

It was only a few weeks after my father passed away from cancer that my mom 
found out she had cancer. It was Stage 4 Ovarian Cancer, sometimes referred 
to as “The Silent Killer” among women, because it usually doesn’t get 
detected until it has spread. 

From the get-go, Mom was very positive, she looked at her glass being half-
full. Immediately after having the diagnosis, Mom told her doctors, “Whatever 
we need to do, let’s do it!” From that point on, she gave it all to God! She 
prayed every day and read her Bible every night. She had no fear, she did not 
worry. She put her life and trust in the hands of the Lord. She went through 
many surgeries and chemo treatments, never complained and continued to 
work at a full-time job. 

Mom always had a goal, to see her grandchildren achieve their next 
accomplishment. She would tell her doctors, just get me to this grandchild’s 
next milestone. Mom was an inspiration to everyone that knew her. Mom’s 
doctor teasingly told her, she should be the “poster child” for cancer, always 
positive, bouncing back, never giving up and always willing to try the next 
treatment, whatever it may be. After the doctors exhausted all means of 
treatments, she wanted to volunteer for trial drugs and treatments to help 
other cancer patients. Unfortunately, when that time came, her body was too 
weak to be accepted into the trials and she passed away only a few weeks 
later. 

Mom lived with her cancer for ten years, which is almost unheard of for this 
type. But we know why God allowed her to stay with us longer: He wanted us 
to see how to live life to the fullest by trusting in Him, no matter what this 
earthly life throws at you. He is there to hold you up and walk you through it.   

One of Mom’s favorite Bible verses is Psalm 121:1-2: “I lift my eyes to the hills, 
where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord who made 
heaven and earth.” 

      Kathy Boos

February 17, 2021 • Ash Wednesday 
🎶  Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee 🎵

“Therefore devote 
yourselves completely 
to the Lord   our  God, 
walking in His statutes 
and keeping His com-
mandments, as at this 
day.” 

1 Kings 8:61



 

Lord,  
Help us to see you when we look in the mirror. Help us to see you in every face we see today. Help us to 
serve one master: You. Help us to not think of money, appearances, and social status. Help us to let your 
light shine through us daily, even when we fall short. Knowing we are all sinners, amen. 

I recently spent a great deal of time studying Matthew 6. So, when I saw the 
writing prompts it was a no-brainer. I would write a devotional. If you have the 
opportunity to spend time in Matthew 6, it will fill your cup beyond your 
needs or expectations.   

Many of you know we have four beautiful children, Gabriella, Kimble Logan, 
Clayton Colby, and Grayson Knoxx. Three of our children are biological and 
one is adopted.  Our family tends to forget about this fact, but outsiders 
quickly raise questions, reminding us.    

In our home, we talk about adoption often and what adoption means. More 
specifically that we are all adopted into  God's family.  During these family 
discussions it has come to our attention that our daughter, Gabby, believes 
she is adopted too, due to her striking blue eyes and blonde hair. Clearly her 
father and I do not have these characteristics, neither do any of her siblings.  
It has become a family topic of laughter. Her brother, Knoxx, (who is adopted, 
has dark skin, eyes, and hair), also thinks she is adopted. He often tells her she 
is the one that doesn't match our skin, hair, and eyes. I love how it really does 
prove that we all want to belong, know love, and have a story to tell.  

As we dive into the subject of belonging and feeling good, I think of our 
society. We as a society have focused so much on outward appearances and 
monetary things. In our current state of affairs, it seems as though the amount 
of money you have, your skin color, or your social status makes you or breaks 
you. If it doesn't, it certainly takes you further away from Him.   

The Lord does not want His children to fight over money, things, or 
appearances. He desires us to serve and put Him first. So often we serve more 
masters than we can count. So many that we cannot serve Him.  If we serve 
one master, Him, it allows us to serve all His children.  If you serve only Him, 
you will know belonging and love. Your story begins and ends with Him.   Let 
Him be in the middle of your story too. Let Him shine through you. Be not a 
slave to other masters. Remember you are the son or daughter of the Most 
High King! 

      Kimberly Brasher

“No one can serve 
two masters; for a 
slave will either hate 
the one and love the 
other, or be devoted 
t o t h e o n e a n d 
despise the other.  
You cannot serve God 
and wealth.” 

Matthew 6:24 

Thursday, February 18, 2021  
🎶  Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee 🎵



 

Dear Father in Heaven,  
Thank you for worrying for us especially this past year. Help all nations on this earth deal with the 
COVID-19 problem. Help us all to learn to go along and get along and take care of those less fortunate. 
Amen.

Wow, those are some powerful words in Luke 4:8.  

Don’t you wish you could tell your boss, “Get behind me boss, I have enough 
projects for this year.” You could probably tell him that once and then be 
shown the door. 

If we could learn to let go and let God handle some of our problems, the 
world would be a better place. It is human nature to worry about keeping 
your job, especially in the current COVID-19 environment, or worry about 
whether or not the next paycheck is going to cover this month’s bills or the 
old wreck you drive is going to make it till you can afford to have it fixed. Then 
there is saving for the kids’ college fund and so on and so on. 

We should worry more about whether we are giving enough time and effort 
to the church and to God. We should be concerned about the next-door 
neighbor who lost his job several months ago or the homeless person we saw 
on Main Street considering that it is 30 degrees outside. As far as the kids’ 
college fund, the kids can always get a loan which will make them more frugal 
about how much they spend and how they spend it. 

When I graduated from college, I was invited to go to work for the U.S. Army. I 
tried to decline but Uncle Sam insisted. I was worried that I might not come 
back in one piece, but what was I going to do other than agree to go?   
Because of several unforeseen changes in plans, I never went to Vietnam and 
I got a very cushy job at Fort Polk, Louisiana. 

Bottom line is we need to let go and let God do the worrying. 

      Henry Kammlah

“Jesus answered him, 
‘ G e t b e h i n d m e , 
Satan! For it is written: 
Worship the Lord your 
God,  and serve only 
Him.’" 

Luke 4:8 

Friday, February 19, 2021  
🎶  Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee 🎵



 

Jesus,  
Fill our hearts today with your loving presence. Help us cling to you instead of our worries, grief, anger and 
guilt.  Amen.

All of us are probably pretty good at letting go and letting God.   

Right?   

Unfortunately, most of us are equally good at grabbing back. Can you imagine 
how sad God is when He has our grief, anxiety, longing, anger, addictive 
behavior, or (insert your issue here) within His grasp only to have us grab it 
back?   

I have heard more than one friend say that they gave something to God but 
forgot to let Him keep it. I think instead of forgetting we sometimes refuse to 
truly let go.  We might cling to our guilt or to our anger to keep from forgiving 
others or cling to our grief as a way of hiding from the world. Thankfully, by 
grace, we have someone who will carry those burdens for us if we cling to 
Him instead. 

Every day we should practice letting go and letting Him shoulder one of our 
burdens. In those moments, we take a step forward that is bigger than the 
backward step of holding on. 

My prayer is that you will no longer keep your problems from God. I pray that 
you will really let God have your burden and refuse to grab it back! The real 
treasure for Him is how we can fill our time and lives with good works once we 
have really let go.    

      Mandy Herber

“…so that you may 
lead lives worthy of 
t h e L o r d , f u l l y 
pleasing to Him, as 
you bear fruit in every 
good work and as you 
g r o w i n t h e 
knowledge of God.” 

Colossians 1:10 

Saturday, February 20, 2021  
🎶  Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to Thee 🎵



 

Jesus,  
Help me to get to know you and love you more that I might be about your business of building the 
Kingdom of God before that night comes when no one can sleep. Amen

Jesus said in John 9:4, “We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by 
the one who sent us. The night is coming, and then no one can work.”   

What are our tasks as we seek the Kingdom of God and live in His way of 
doing right? God speaks to each of our hearts when we listen and, when we 
seek a closer relationship with Him as a person. Hosea 6:3 says, “Oh, that we 
might know the Lord! Let us press on to know him. He will respond to us as 
surely as the arrival of dawn or the coming of rains in early spring.” Seeking 
first the Kingdom of God means to know Him.  

Matthew 6:33 says to live righteously. Another hymn can be used as a prayer: 
“Lead us, O Father, in the paths of peace; Without Thy guiding hand we go 
astray, and doubts appall, and sorrows still increase; Lead us through Christ, 
the true and living Way. Lead us, O Father, in the paths of truth; Unhelped by 
Thee, in error's maze we grope, while passion stains and folly dims our youth, 
and age comes on, uncheered by faith and hope. Lead us, O Father, in the 
paths of right; Blindly we stumble when we walk alone, involved in shadows 
of a darkening night; Only with Thee we journey safely on.” To live righteously 
is to do what is right in God’s sight.  

Matthew 6:33 also says He will give you everything you need. The Message 
paraphrase says: “Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday 
human concerns will be met.”  God will provide.  For my fifty years in ministry, 
the Lord has provided my wife and me food, a place to live, and a degree of 
safety.  

Today’s hymn lyric says: “Take my moments and my days, let them flow in 
ceaseless praise.” Another hymn puts it this way: “Praise ye the Father for His 
loving-kindness; Tenderly cares He for His erring children. Praise Him, ye 
angels, praise Him in the heavens. Praise ye Jehovah! Praise ye the Savior — 
great is His compassion; Graciously cares He for His chosen people. Young 
men and maidens, ye old men and children, Praise ye the Savior! Praise ye the 
Spirit, Comforter of Israel, Sent of the Father and the Son to bless us. Praise ye 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — Praise ye the Triune God!”  God is with us in 
our task of making and being disciples.  

      Pastor Alan Williams

“But strive first for the 
Kingdom of God  and 
His  righteousness, 
and all these things 
will be given to you as 
well.” 

Matthew 6:33

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

Sunday, February 21, 2021  
🎶  Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise 🎵



 

Lord,  
The burdens of our life seem to overwhelm us when we don’t feel like praying. Lord help us to give it all to 
you. Your Word comes and gives us peace. Help us to receive that peace in your perfect timing. Lord, take 
over our minds, thoughts, and hearts. We give you all the praise, honor, and glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Time.  

It’s all something we think we have plenty of. And, in reality, we do have 
plenty...plenty of God’s time, but how we use this time is sometimes a 
mystery… and a frustration. 
 
We want everything to go our way, in our time, but what we should do is stop 
and listen – pray, and relax, and listen. God has a plan for all of us. Every cycle 
of our life is a different spoke. Although we may face many problems these 
should not be barriers to believing in Him but rather opportunities to 
discover that, without God, our problems have no solutions and there is no 
hope. 
 
But this is so difficult, especially when you find out a friend is facing a terminal 
illness and treatment options have run out. Doubts creep in... “Why?” “It’s not 
fair.” “He has a family.” That’s the danger that can lead to resentment. The 
secret to peace with God is to discover, accept, and appreciate God’s perfect 
timing. It’s not easy but God is always there ready to guide us and lead us.  

Just like our parents were with us and just like we are with our children - 
always there ready to guide and protect them even when certain choices 
seem questionable.  
 
It’s time to enjoy life and accept each day as a gift from God, thanking Him for 
it and serving Him in it, no matter how much time we have.  
 
Pray… relax… listen... never be afraid. Trust an unknown future to a known 
God. 

      Kim Jung

“For everything there 
is a season, and a time 
f o r e v e r y m a t t e r 
under heaven: a time 
to be born, and a time 
to die;  
a time to plant, and a 
time to pluck up what 
is planted;  
a time to kill, and a 
time to heal;  
a time to break down, 
and a time to build 
up;  
a time to weep, and a 
time to laugh;  
a time to mourn, and 
a time to dance;  
a time to throw away 
stones, and a time to 
gather s tones to-
gether;  
a time to embrace, 
and a time to refrain 
from embracing;  
a time to seek, and a 
time to lose;  
a time to keep, and a 
time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a 
time to sew;  
a time to keep silence, 
and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a 
time to hate;  
a time for war, and a 
time for peace.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-10 

Monday, February 22, 2021  
🎶  Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise 🎵



 

Lord,  
Teach me how to be “still” before you and actually “know” that you are God. Help me to be quiet inside 
and hear your voice.  Amen.

It’s easy to be fearful when things aren’t going well or when we are faced 
with challenges.  God tells us to wake up and recognize who’s on our side. 

The reason why so many of us are “burned out” or “stressed out” is that we 
don’t know how to be “still” and know God is there with us. When we spend 
time with Him, we learn to hear His voice. He directs our paths. If we don’t 
spend time being “still” and hearing His voice, we will do something wrong. 

We need to learn to be quiet inside and stay in that peaceful state so that we 
are always ready to hear His voice. People run from one thing to the next, 
because they don’t know how to be still. 

Think of this, then answer: I felt I had to do something every evening. I had to 
be on the go all the time and I had to be involved in everything. I didn’t want 
to miss out. I was not a human being, I was a human doing!  Which are you? 

There is so much power in the stillness of knowing God as you stand in the 
world He created. The busy-ness of your life will always be there, but God is 
speaking through it all: 

Wake up! I am the Lord. I am your refuge and your strength. You have nothing 
to fear or worry about when I am with you. I will fight your battles and deal with 
your enemies. So, get out of my way. Step back, open your eyes, and 
acknowledge who I am and what I can do. Let me be God. Don’t try and do it 
for me.  

Be patient, be still, but never forget to take the moments you can to stop and 
know your God. In those moments you will find refreshment and strength to 
take on whatever will come next.   

      Dana Moellering

“Be still, and know 
that I am God! 
I am exalted among 
the nat ions ,  I am 
exalted in the earth.” 

Psalm 46:10 

Holy Ghost Lutheran 
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Tuesday, February 23, 2021  
🎶  Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise 🎵



 

Lord,  
We’re struggling, and we’re weary. Release the grip our struggles have over us. Change our hearts. Give us 
hearts and hands that shine light in this dark world. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

There must be a million things that hands can do!  

Play hand bells, cook Feeding John meals, carry, write, sooth, paint, instruct- it 
took years for my hands to become coordinated enough to play the piano! It 
has been my joy to play for worship for most of my life, and I hope the music 
has caused you to feel Christ’s Spirit; I hope it has supported you in your 
belief. The music transports me as I play and connects me to you as we 
worship God. Because it is my ministry to others and has ministered to me, 
there is hardly a Sunday that I haven’t played piano, organ, or guitar. Until 
now. 

Now, for my son-in-law’s health, I am quarantined in Dallas. I never leave the 
house, much less go to a church building. I don’t have a piano to play. My 
hands are still. The piano light at home is never turned on. But the light still 
shines at Holy Ghost online! I listen to and watch Rhonda Gross play the piano 
as she ministers to my soul! She’s playing for God and for us, letting her hands 
move across the keys at the impulse of God’s love! Her hands connect all of 
us across the miles and transport us to each other! We don’t have to miss 
opportunities to worship our King together! Thank you, Rhonda, for “leaving 
the light on for us!” 

Can you hide a city that sits on a hill? Its light can be seen for miles! If we 
share what our hands can do, we will glow like city lights on a hill and show 
others what Christ is like. What do your hands do? Heal, sew, warn, comfort, 
feed, serve, clean, connect? Use your hands to shine the message of Christ to 
the world! 

      Tammy Vitek

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

“You are the light of 
the world. A city on a 
hill cannot be hid.  
No one after lighting 
a lamp puts it under 
the bushel basket, but 
on the lampstand, and 
it gives light to all in 
the house.  
In the same way, let 
y o u r l i g h t s h i n e 
before others, so that 
they may see your 
good works and give 
glory to your Father in 
Heaven.” 

Matthew 5:14-16

Wednesday, February 24, 2021  
🎶  Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of Thy love 🎵



 

Dear Lord, Creator of everything, who designed us all for a purpose and a role,  
Help us to live in your ways. May we glorify your name in all we do and not tarnish it. May we see all of our 
life as worship and service to you, replacing the long face with one of joy, knowing that this is YOUR plan, 
and we get the thrill of doing our part in it.  Amen.

This chapter of Colossians is a powerhouse, rich in wisdom and, for me at 
least, convicting. It is always wise to look at scripture in context. 

I find it interesting that this scripture that so often comes to mind when being 
a teacher is wearing thin, is in a segment dedicated to slaves. Slaves! That 
means we can skip it, right? No! Are we not all slaves to Christ? Shouldn’t we 
see ourselves as “always only, all for thee?” 

When my wife worked for YoungLife, she talked about how they always did 
things at their camps as if they were doing it for Christ himself. Cleaning the 
toilet? Cleaning the rooms? Watering plants? Cleaning windows? Picking up 
trash? Yep, as if all for Christ! That soaked into me. When I hesitate to push a 
shopping basket in the parking lot after I am done and ready to leave, I 
consider that the employee having to take care of it as Jesus, and it changes 
my thinking. Remember, we may also “entertain angels unaware” too. 

I am sometimes asked by my students why I teach, especially when they know 
my degree and past jobs. There are several reasons, but I came back to 
teaching because it was “my calling.”  That means I was created for this place 
and time to do my part. When it “gets to me,” I try to remember why I do it, 
and for whom I am doing it. In the process, I believe that I am to be a light in 
the world of these kids.   

Go back and read all of Colossians 3. Let it affect your living and let it change 
your “work” into “service” of the living God. Whatever you do, in everything 
you do, whether at home, at your vocation, or shopping, do it as if serving 
Him. “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'” (Matthew 25:40).  
When all is done, leave them asking why you act the way you do. When they 
ask, tell them!  Give them the cure for their disease (sin). Our culture shows 
many signs of lacking Christ in our lives. Lack of contentment has infected far 
too many, worse than the pandemic. Christ-centered living and Christ-
centered working is the cure. Don’t put your light under a basket, though a 
mask may cover your face. Let Christ shine through you, and no more 
powerful a place to do it than in your work, where no one expects it! 

      Craig Sander

“Whatever your task, 
put yourselves into it, 
as done for the Lord 
a n d n o t f o r y o u r 
masters,  since you 
know that from the 
Lord you will receive 
the inheritance as 
your reward; you 
serve the Lord Christ.” 

Colossians 3:23-24 

Holy Ghost Lutheran 
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Thursday, February 25, 2021  
🎶  Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of Thy love 🎵



 

Father,  
Take my hands, my life, my calling. May I rest in the hope that comes from knowing you are good, and only 
you hold my tomorrow. Amen.

Vocation. Calling. In our world, so much of our identity lies in what we do 
throughout our daily life.  

As children, we are often asked what we want to be “when we grow up.” We 
believe the notion that it is ultimately our choice.  

Enter 2020. Vocations changed daily as our world turned upside down. I 
personally went from being a classroom teacher, to a temporary online 
instructor, to a stay-at-home mom and homeschool teacher. If there is one 
thing that was certain about 2020, it’s that there was NO certainty. Any beliefs 
I had about “being in control” went flying out the window. As much chaos as 
we experienced, this time afforded me a big life lesson firsthand: I am not in 
control. 

That’s a big, scary statement. That means any illusions that we can control the 
world around us are just that, illusions. That’s also where the beauty of our 
loving Father’s intricate plans takes center stage.  

“Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love.” This particular 
line of this beautiful hymn leads with the word take. Such strong words- take 
my hands. When we finally let go of the notion that we are in control, that 
frees us to give complete and total control of our hands, our vocations, our 
callings to our good and loving God. Let them move at the impulse of thy 
love. Impulse implies that we are moving without thinking our actions through 
beforehand. We are allowing God to move through us. We are essentially 
Letting God take the reins. 

The verse that coincides with today’s devotion is Romans 12:12: “Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” After all the change my family 
experienced in 2020, I honestly don’t know where God is leading me next. 
However, I find hope in this verse. When I Let Go and Let God I don’t have to 
worry or fear what tomorrow holds. If I follow the wisdom of this verse, God 
will take care of the rest. I can trust Him knowing that what He has in store for 
me is far better than anything I could ever accomplish on my own. 

      Allison Durst

“Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer.” 

Romans 12:12

Friday, February 26, 2021  
🎶  Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of Thy love 🎵



 

Dear God,  
Allow us to take a deep breath, let go of our worries, and let you guide us through the challenging seasons 
of life. Give us the strength to put all of our faith in you and not ourselves. Amen.

Life is full of seasons, and the transition from one to another can be an 
uncertain time.  

We have “faith anchors” that keep us grounded in our faith and hold us 
accountable - these anchors can be friends, a church community, or even a 
physical place where you feel closest to God. Sometimes, we are forced to 
leave these anchors behind and sail into uncharted territory with nothing to 
hold us down.  

This is how I felt when I graduated from high school in May 2020 and moved 
to Austin to attend the University of Texas. I was anxious to become one of 
over 50,000 students where my family, my friends, and the Holy Ghost 
community were not there to help me stay strong in my faith. Just before the 
semester began, I went to an online Christian camp called Ignite. Throughout 
the camp, we prayed over and over that the freshmen would find a stable 
community in Christ at UT. As I started classes in the fall and worked through 
the semester, I found some of my best friends through Ignite and joined a 
small group at the Austin Stone Church. I realized I had passed seamlessly 
from one anchor to another and that God had answered my prayers.  

When I am going through a period of worry and anxiety, I tend to place every 
burden on myself with the mindset that if I only plan enough, work enough 
and make the right decisions, everything will work out. In these situations, I 
could have found so much peace and avoided so much stress by knowing 
that there is no way I can do everything on my own- God had His guiding 
hand on my shoulder and all I had to do was commit my actions to Him.  

You might be experiencing a change of season in your life right now; maybe a 
change of job, living situation, or relationship. Seasons come and go, and so 
do our anchors. But the good news is that we don’t have to steer the ships 
ourselves. God has a plan for each one of us and we only need to listen to 
Him. Knowing that God will direct your path if you only listen to His voice is an 
amazingly freeing feeling.   

Let go and let God direct your path. 

      Claire Nevins

“Commit your work to 
the Lord,  
and your plans will be 
established.” 

Proverbs 16:3 

Saturday, February 27, 2021  
🎶  Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of Thy love 🎵



 

Dear God, 
By your grace, let every one of us run a good race into your presence so that we may hear, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant!” Amen. 

A Christian life can be compared to running a race.  

1 Corinthians 9:24 says, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, 
but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.” A runner 
must train to finish strong. Christians must train to run a race that glorifies the 
Father. 

Any athlete knows the importance of self-discipline, and it should be the 
same with Christians. Although we may recognize the value of training, self-
discipline still scares many of us. Some days it feels like work to just pick up a 
Bible and read it. I have learned my desire for a relationship with God needs 
to be the motivation for my self-discipline; then I can have a good quiet time 
with Him because I enjoy it rather than because I “have to.”  

In Hebrews 12:1, we are told to “throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles.” A long-distance runner doesn’t want any extra 
weight. A Christian doesn’t want to carry unnecessary baggage either. It 
helps me to know what obstacles are weighing me down and keeping me 
from get closer to Christ. To persevere, we must have focus. Hebrews 12:2 
instructs us to “fix our eyes on Jesus… who for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame.” Jesus’ perseverance, even with terrible 
suffering at the cross, is our example. He gives us strength, and He gives us 
the ability to take the next step in tough times.  

Dehydration is the enemy of any distance runner. Christians who are not fed 
regularly will not run well. Too often we wait until we are in a crisis, needing 
encouragement and guidance, before we turn to God. This can leave us 
wondering why we feel let down by God. Matthew 5:6 says, “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst  for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  If 
we feed ourselves with prayer and the Bible, we will be ready to run the best 
race we can! 

      Hannah Nielsen

“ N o w i f y o u a r e 
unwilling to serve 
the  Lord, choose this 
day whom you will 
serve, whether the 
gods your ancestors 
served in the region 
beyond the River or 
t h e g o d s o f t h e 
Amorites in whose 
land you are living; 
but as for me and my 
household, we will 
serve the Lord.” 

Joshua 24:15 

Sunday, February 28, 2021  
🎶  Take my feet and let them be, swift and beautiful for Thee 🎵



 

Dear God,  
I pray when you call me to move, I do. Put me where you want me to be. Help 
me always recognize when you are speaking. Let me be your servant. Help me 
reflect your Love in everything. In Jesus' name I pray, amen.

When God says go, we go to serve.   

It seems simple. But how many opportunities has God presented us in our 
daily lives that we ignore, or we justify why we can’t or won’t, or we look the 
other way, or we are just too uncomfortable to do what God is obviously 
asking of us? 
  
God knows when we are uncomfortable, and He uses it to help us to grow. It 
takes our participation to grow. We can choose to look away. We can choose 
to not listen to God’s voice. We can choose to stay home in front of the TV.  
  
I am not an outgoing person. Just about every social interaction outside of my 
husband and children is uncomfortable for me. There are moments when God 
puts me in a situation and His plan is so clear that He removes all my self-
awareness and leads. 
  
Take my feet and let them be,  
swift and beautiful for Thee. 
Take my life, that I may be  
consecrated Lord, to thee. 
  
God wants us to have strength, joy and dependence on Him.  The more 
dependent we are on Him, the easier God’s challenges become. Heeding His 
challenges becomes habit. Just like not doing anything can become a habit.  

When God says move, move. 

      Tricia Herrera

“For the Kingdom of 
H e a v e n i s l i k e a 
landowner who went 
o u t e a r l y i n t h e 
morning to hire.” 

Matthew 20:1 

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

Monday, March 1, 2021  
🎶  Take my feet and let them be, swift and beautiful for Thee 🎵

For a deeper dive, listen 
to “Do Something” by 
Matthew West, available 
on all music platforms.



 

Lord, 
Show us where and how to serve you. Motivate us to swiftly respond to those who are sick, hungry, lonely, 
or otherwise in need. Thank you for the limitless love you have shown, our many blessings, and the gift of 
salvation. May we fully appreciate your love and share it with others. In the name of Christ, amen.

Over the past year, we faced COVID-19 fears, pandemic restrictions, 
economic uncertainties, and political stresses.  

Many of our lives changed in ways we never anticipated. In the midst of this 
craziness, I’ve often wished God would just take away all the turmoil; but God 
never promised to remove difficulties. In John 16:33, Jesus tells us, “In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome  the world.” God 
has a plan reaching far beyond our earthly struggles; and since He is in 
control, our lives can be filled with peace and hope. Rather than be 
overwhelmed by tumultuous times, we can look for opportunities to share 
Christ’s love by serving others.  

In Matthew 25, Jesus says the righteous will feed the hungry, help strangers, 
clothe those in need, care for the sick, and visit prisoners. Furthermore, He 
states in verse 40 that, “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.” The righteous have been very active this 
past year...medical personnel treating COVID-positive patients, teachers 
engaging students virtually and in socially distanced classrooms, parents 
expanding their roles as teachers, organizers adding safety precautions so 
clothing and food drives can continue, volunteers calling people quarantined 
at home. Every time a Christian performed one of these actions, Christ has 
received it just as if it had been done directly for Him.   

As we journey through the season of Lent, let’s be mindful of how the Lord 
can use each of us to show His love to our brothers and sisters. May our minds 
be open to opportunities, our hands be willing, and our feet be swift when 
God calls us to go and serve! Rather than be overwhelmed by our current 
circumstances, let’s prayerfully focus on God’s timeless plan. Eventually, the 
pandemic will resolve, but the Godly relationships built and Christian love 
shared, will last throughout eternity.  

      Tiffany Nielsen

“Then the righteous 
will answer Him,  
‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you 
s o m e t h i n g t o 
drink?  When was it 
that we saw you a 
stranger and wel-
comed you, or naked 
a n d g a v e y o u 
clothes?  When was it 
that we saw you sick 
o r i n p r i s o n a n d 
visited you?’  
The King will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to 
one of the least of 
t h e s e w h o a r e 
m e m b e r s o f m y 
family,  you did it to 
me.’” 

Matthew 25:37-40 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
🎶  Take my feet and let them be, swift and beautiful for Thee 🎵



 

Father,  
We thank you today for the gift of praise. Thank you for revealing yourself to us  through your Word, by 
your Spirit, and in your creation. You alone are worthy of praise, glory and honor, because you created 
everything. Help us to always remember to give you the praise you deserve. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.

If you look up different translations of Psalm 150:6, you will find various ways 
of saying who should praise God:  

• every living creature,  
• every spirit,  
• everyone who breathes,  
• everyone everywhere.  

Regardless, they all have one thing in common. They all say everyone should 
“Praise the Lord!” 

In Ephesians 1, Paul writes a list giving us all the reasons to praise the Lord, 
“who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ.” Paul tells us to praise the Lord for His sacrifice (verse 4), His adoption 
(verse 5), His glorious grace (verse 6), His redemption through the blood of 
Christ (verse 7), His forgiveness (verse 7), His gifts of wisdom and under-
standing (verse 8), and His plan for the future (verse 10).  

So now that we know why we should praise Him, how do we do it? Romans 
15:7 tells us to “accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order 
to bring praise to God.” Psalm 150:3-5 says to praise Him with music and 
instruments. 1 Chronicles 16:9 tells us to “sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell 
of all His wondrous works!” Psalm 149:3 says, “let them praise His name with 
the dance; let them sing praises to Him with the timbre and harp.” The Bible 
tells us all this plus more, leading me to believe that no matter what you do, if 
you do it in the name of the Lord, you are praising Him. If you are dancing, 
speaking, singing, playing music, or accepting one another in the name of the 
Lord, you are praising Him.      

The most important part to remember is this: praising the Lord is not a box to 
check off; it is way of living. As Hebrews 13:15 says, “through Jesus, therefore, 
let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly 
profess His name.” 

      Laura Nielsen

“Let everything that 
b r e a t h e s p r a i s e 
the Lord!” 

Psalm 150:6

Wednesday, March 3, 2021  
🎶  Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my King 🎵



 

Lord,  
Thank you for the gift of song, thank you for the voices that sing and speak 
your Word. I pray that we humbly use these gifts to point others to you, so 
that they may know of your love and goodness. Amen. 

When I was ten years old, a gospel choir came to sing at my church and 
from that moment on, I wanted nothing more than to do the same.  

My mother helped me pick out a song and I worked so hard to get it perfect, 
fast forwarding and rewinding the little accompaniment cassette until I had 
memorized the lyrics, smoothed out the high notes, and knew when to start 
singing.  

On that fateful Sunday morning, my mother curled my hair with sponge 
rollers, and I put on my favorite dress with sunflowers. It was a special 
occasion, and I was so proud that I was finally going to sing. My mother 
sensed that pride in me and before we went to church. She pulled me aside 
and reminded me that I wasn’t singing for myself- I was singing to God, so 
other people might be able to know Him too. This loving reminder- in 
combination with the fact that when it came time to sing, my knees shook, my 
voice trembled, and all those perfected high notes fell a little flat- is a 
humbling memory of my beginnings as a singer. 

In today’s verse, Paul and Silas find themselves singing in much more 
humbling circumstances. They are prisoners, yet the story begins with them 
praying. Using their voices to sing hymns to God, the other prisoners  
listened. As they were singing, an earthquake shook the foundation, paving 
the way for Paul and Silas to lead their jailer and his entire family to their 
salvation in Jesus. This story reminds me of my mother’s wisdom. When we 
focus our minds and use our voices, whether in speech or in song to point 
back to God, He can and will use us for His good; whether you are a little girl 
with sponge rollers and a sunflower dress with the desire to sing, a prisoner 
with nothing except songs and prayers, or somewhere in between. 

I’ve sang a lot since then, and whether I’m singing at our local theater or at 
Holy Ghost or even in my car, my prayer is that I’ll always remember where my 
voice comes from, who I’m using it for, and hold on to the wisdom that God 
has a bigger plan for my voice and the songs I sing. 

      Katie Hofmann

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

"About midnight, Paul 
a n d S i l a s w e r e 
praying and singing 
hymns to God, and 
the other prisoners 
were l isten-ing to 
them.” 

Acts 16:25

Thursday, March 4, 2021 
🎶  Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my King 🎵

To go further, listen to 
“My House is Full (But 
My Field Is Empty)" (the 
very first song I sang).  
Find the song on YouTube 
or any music platform.



 

Dear Lord,  
Help me to always look to you and remember that I am fearfully and wonderfully made, and that you love 
me.  Help me to look to you for my worth, and not to the world or my feelings. Amen.

When I first read these verses, my mind immediately went to one of my all-
time inspirations because of her faith: Sadie Robertson.  

One of my dear friends recently gave me a copy of Sadie’s new book, Live. 
The words she wrote help my young mind comprehend and relate to this 
verse.  

The first quote that I pulled from Sadie is: “God believed in you when He 
created you.” Today’s verse says much the same. God knew exactly how He 
wanted you when He made you, and He believed in what you would become 
one day. He knew from the second He started to form you in your mother’s 
womb, that you were, are, and will continue to be incredible.  

Sadie also said, “God has put life in you because there is something in you 
that this world is craving.” Wow. When I read that for the first time, it hit me like 
a brick wall. Even when you feel lifeless, worthless, and empty, God still 
believes in you. He created you exactly how He wanted you. He knows what 
the world needs, and He created you specifically to help fill that purpose. His 
works are wonderful. Even when we feel like we aren’t as good as someone 
else or don’t have what someone else has, we can rest confidently in God and 
His purpose for us.  

Sadie wrote on: “you’re worth a lot more than your feelings will tell you.” 
Sometimes our negative feelings about ourselves can overwhelm us, and we 
can lose sight of God and His plans for our lives. When we can fully accept 
God’s purpose for our lives, that’s when we can truly live the life God has 
called us to live.  

Psalm 139 reminds us that we are fearfully and wonderfully made by God. 
Though this can be hard at times, we should always try to remember that God 
made us perfectly unique, unlike any other, one for the history books. 
Knowing who we are in Christ and truly believing in our hearts that He 
specially designed us for His purposes before the beginning of time is all we 
need to remember that God’s got this, and He knows exactly what He’s doing. 

      GG Sander

“For it was you who 
formed my inward 
parts;  
you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am 
fearfully and wonder-
fully made.  
Wonderful are your 
works; that I know 
very well.” 

Psalm 139:13-14

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

Friday, March 5, 2021  
🎶  Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my King 🎵



 

Lord,  
Inspire each one of us to make joyful noises to your glory, everywhere, all the 
time!  Amen.

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!”   (Psalm 100:1) 

As some of you may be aware, I enjoy music- especially singing and whistling.  
I was raised in the Christian Science Church, which focuses on the spiritual 
nature of our relationship with Jesus. While ritual and liturgy played a very 
small part in our worship experience, singing was encouraged. Pianists, 
soloists, and hymns helped foster Spiritual growth each Sunday. 

When I met my future wife, Sandy, I learned about the Lutheran Liturgy.  
Nearly all of it came directly from Scripture. As officers in the Air Force, we 
moved frequently. Our one anchor was membership in a Lutheran Church. In 
1974, we helped form a mission congregation in Denver. I recall being 
captivated by the clarity of the cantor's voice in leading the Kyrie and Hymn of 
Praise. I said a silent prayer that the Lord would help me become a cantor.  
Finding a church with a strong music program became a priority from then on. 

We retired in San Antonio in 1992, and more time was available for church 
activities. Our choir director at Abiding Presence Lutheran Church was an 
accomplished musician. He trained us to produce Handel's Messiah and 
Robert Shaw's Many Moods of Christmas (with a big assist from selected 
members of the San Antonio Orchestra). We gave our voices to the Lord, and 
He made music beyond our imagination!   

While I had forgotten about my 1974 prayer, our Lord had not. In 1994, I was 
asked to join the rotation of cantors – twenty years after my silent prayer was 
offered, it was granted! Sandy and I sing boldly to glorify God with our voices, 
and we hope in some small measure they have brought joy to yours! 

      Mike Birdlebough
Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

“Then I heard every 
creature in Heaven 
and on earth and 
under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is 
in them, singing,  
‘To the one seated on 
the throne and to the 
Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and 
might forever and 
ever!’” 

Revelation 5:13

Saturday, March 6, 2021 
🎶  Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my King 🎵

For some more examples, 
visit: 
devotions.campgreyston
e.com/blog/2020/11/
making-joyful-noise



 

Heavenly Father,  
Thank you for sending a witness to me so I could find Jesus Christ, my 
Savior. Your love for each and every one of us is overwhelming. Help me to be 
prayerfully prepared to share your words and love with others.  Amen.

Have you ever been asked:  

• “Do you really believe in God?” 
• “Why do you go to church?” 
• “What does it mean to be a Christian?”  
• “Will you share your testimony with our group?  

Maybe someone you know asks about your faith because they see a purpose 
or joy in your life that they are seeking.  After I became a Christian in my 
mid-20s, I can remember feeling a void in my life and seeking 
answers. However, as a new Christian, I would have been terrified to try to 
witness to anyone.  
  
But early on, I was blessed to have a pastor who challenged us one Sunday 
morning to write down our testimony and read it out loud each day that 
week. If it was longer than 3-4 minutes, we were to simplify it and be prepared 
to respond to questions that might arise.   He was helping us to be ready and 
confident to be Jesus’ witnesses whenever we are given the 
opportunity. Through the years, I have been blessed to share about the peace 
and joy my faith has given me.  It has always been my prayer and hope that I 
will be ready to share God’s love and the Good News of Jesus with others 
because I know I am not doing it alone; God is always with me.   

 Sometimes our words plant a seed of hope, sometimes we water a seedling 
and occasionally we get to witness that hope blossom into faith.  What a 
beautiful blessing!  Be bold, be prepared, your opportunities are coming! 

      Sue Gustin

“ I n y o u r h e a r t s 
sanctify Christ as Lord.  
Always be ready to 
make your defense to 
anyone who demands 
f r o m y o u a n 
accounting for the 
hope that is in you.” 

1 Peter 3:15

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

Sunday, March 7, 2021  
🎶  Take my lips and let them be, filled with messages from Thee 🎵

For a deeper dive, listen 
to the hymn “Here I Am, 
Lord.” You can find it on 
YouTube or any music 
platform.



 

Lord,  
God of Creation, grant me strength, confidence, and self-assurance to be a worker in your vineyard so that 
I may share your Word to someone today. Amen.

Several years ago, my neighbor worked for a local vineyard that had 
recently changed ownership in the middle of harvest season.   

The new owners were unable to harvest and the previous owners had moved.  
My neighbor said I could pick all the grapes I wanted, hallelujah! So, I sweet-
talked my wife to accompany me on a beautiful Saturday morning to harvest 
grapes. When we arrived I was a bit intimidated.  There were about 20 acres 
of vines full of fruit and ready to be harvested. I had only brought six buckets! 
We picked all morning but didn’t even make a dent in the vineyard, the field 
was still heaving with fruit, I needed more help! All this fruit was going to 
spoil if not picked. The hard work, investment, loving care of the owners 
would be lost. What a waste! We picked what we could and spent the next 
three days stemming, crushing, and making wine. That was the most work I 
(we) have ever done to make a batch of wine.  

This passage from Matthew invokes the same image for me. There are 7-plus 
billion people on the planet. The fields are heaving with fruit, just waiting to 
be harvested. At times, I feel that I am so ill equipped and have too few 
buckets.  What am I doing to live out the Great Commission? Lord, please 
send help; please send me confidence in speaking your Word. There are 
people all around me, everywhere I go, that need to hear the Word. 
Sometimes I share the Word with people and other times I am silent. Just 
about the time I am about to give up, I hear His voice of encouragement. I 
know that He is always with me. I remember to harvest one grape at a time 
and fill one bucket at a time! I may not be like the late Billy Graham and 
minister to tens of thousands of souls at once, but I can spread God’s 
message to one person at a time! One soul at time! My prayer is to one day 
hear; …Well done, thou good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over 
a few things… enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.  (Matthew 25:21) 

      David Bullion

Holy Ghost Lutheran 
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“Then He said to His 
disciples, ‘the harvest 
is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few;  
therefore ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his 
harvest.’” 

Matthew 9:37-38 

Monday, March 8, 2021 
🎶  Take my lips and let them be, filled with messages from Thee 🎵



 

Jesus,  
You have called us to be your disciples, taught us how to live, and sent us to make disciples. Help us now 
to speak your truth, and to live lives that reflect your grace and love. In your name we pray, Amen.

Think about the last conversation you had with a loved one. 

Perhaps over the phone, maybe via text message, or if you were lucky 
enough, face-to-face. How did that conversation end? More than likely, you 
tried to make it memorable, pleasant, maybe affectionate, but undoubtedly, 
you made certain to make your last words count.   

Jesus did the same when He delivered His last earthly message to His 
disciples. He knew these would be His last words spoken with them before 
ascending into heaven, and He intended to make them count.  Not only did 
He command them to be His disciples, but to also go and make others 
disciples as well. 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to do the same. Not only are we called to 
BE disciples, but He also wants us to go and make them. It is easy to share the 
Word with fellow Christians, but Jesus did not command us to stay. He said 
we must go. We are to step away from what is comfortable and go teach 
others of His grace and love in order to make disciples.  

Jesus knew this great task would not always be a comfortable one to be met 
without resistance, which is why His final message was, “I am with you always, 
to the very end of age.” He did not give us that command and then leave us.  
In those last words, that last message, we are reminded that He is always with 
us, guiding us as we go and teach others. He is always with us, filling our lips 
with His message.  He is always with us.   

Those last words are so comforting, are they not? There is so much power in 
what we speak. While at times it may feel as though we do not have the right 
words, or that our words are falling on deaf ears, we must keep going and 
teaching, knowing that He will provide the words for our lips. Be patient, but 
persistent, as you go and make disciples. You never know who you might 
reach today.       

      Megan Blizzard

“Go therefore and 
make disciples of all 
nat ions, baptiz ing 
them in the name of 
the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,  and teaching 
t h e m t o o b e y 
everything that I have 
commanded you.  
And remember, I am 
with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20

Holy Ghost Lutheran 
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Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
🎶  Take my lips and let them be, filled with messages from Thee 🎵



 

Merciful Father,  
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us…remind us, Lord, that every good thing 
we have comes from you.  Help us to know and respond when you call us to share.  Amen.

I recall years ago standing in the fellowship hall of the church I 
attended in Austin with my friend, Nancy.   

We were attending a church reception that was being held for the 
purpose of soliciting funds from members for a building campaign.  
Over punch and cookies, Nancy and I discussed our thoughts on 
giving toward the cause. She shared with me that her mother always 
said that anytime she gave money to the church it came back to her in 
full and usually more.   

Years later I found myself feeling convicted to give more to the church.  
I was striving to live the G.R.A.C.E.D. acronym that is printed on the 
front of our bulletin each week, in which the D stands for “dedicate 
yourself to the tithe and beyond.” Our family had been giving regularly 
but had not made it to the tithing level.  I can’t say this came directly 
from the heart, but more out of obedience, our family increased its 
giving to the tithing level.   

Around this same time, our oldest son was a senior in high school and 
was preparing to go to college. One day we were unexpectedly 
notified that he was eligible for an academic scholarship to the college 
he had chosen. The annual amount of the scholarship was about the 
same as the additional annual amount we had begun giving to the 
church!  It was at this time that Nancy’s mom’s words came back to me. 

I know that this very literal, physical sense of receiving back does not 
happen all the time and especially in the timeframe my family 
experienced it.  Furthermore, our giving shouldn’t be contingent upon 
or in expectation of receiving back.  But Nancy’s mom was right!  Turns 
out it wasn’t just Nancy’s mom’s advice, it is Jesus’s…in Luke 6:38: 
“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full - pressed 
down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and 
poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount 
you get back.”  Our gift was returned to us in full with overflow in the 
form of abundant non-financial blessings. 

      Kim Gibbs

“We want you to know, 
brothers and sisters,  about 
the grace that has been 
granted to the churches of 
Macedonia;  for during a 
s e v e r e o r d e a l , t h e i r 
abundant joy and extreme 
poverty have overflowed in 
a wealth of generosity on 
their part.  
A s I c a n t e s t i f y , t h e y 
voluntarily gave according 
to their means, and even 
b e y o n d ,  b e g g i n g u s 
earnestly for the privilege of 
sharing in this ministry— and 
this, not merely as we 
e x p e c t e d ; t h e y g a v e 
themselves first to the Lord 
and, by the will of God, to 
us,  so that we might urge 
Titus that, as he had already 
made a beginning, so he 
should also complete this 
g e n e r o u s u n d e r -
taking among you.  
N o w a s y o u e x c e l i n 
every th ing—in fa i th , in 
speech, in knowledge, in 
utmost eagerness, and in our 
love for you—so we want you 
to excel also in this generous 
undertaking.” 

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
🎶  Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold 🎵



 

Dear Lord, 
Instill in each of us a giving attitude. We know that is more important 
than the amount we give. No matter our circumstances, let us approach 
each new day with cheerfulness and trust the rest to you. Amen.

Part of today’s Bible verse states,  

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

Many years ago, I had to give a stewardship talk based on this verse. 
There was something in this verse that really bothered me: does God 
only love the cheerful givers? That did not fit with my view of God.  

From very young, I was taught that God loves all of us… “red and 
yellow, black and white, they are precious in His sight.” So, what I 
decided was God not only loves a cheerful giver, but He also loves an 
uncheerful giver. No matter how we come to God, cheerful, uncheerful, 
worried, anxious, well, sick, happy or sad, He always accepts our 
offerings. What is important is that we come to Him and He will do the 
work to make our hearts an acceptable offering. 

At about the same time as I had to give this talk, Mike and I were 
considering tithing, something that seemed impossible for us given our 
financial situation. The amount was so much more than we had been 
giving. We gave generously of our time to the church and perhaps, 
rationalized that would be enough. But we felt God nudging us to trust 
Him to make it work. So, we did and were amazed that we never missed 
the extra money we gave. The most important part was the change in 
our hearts. We learned that because of our giving, we felt so much 
more blessed. We became very cheerful givers! One more example of 
His grace washing over us. 

      Sandy Birdlebough

  “The point is this: the one 
who sows sparingly will reap 
sparingly, and the one who 
sows bountifully will reap 
bountifully.  
Each of you must give as you 
have made up your mind, 
not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.  
God is able to provide you 
wi th every b less ing in 
abundance, so that by 
always having enough, you 
may share abundantly in 
every good work.  
It is written, ‘He scatters 
abroad, He gives to the 
p o o r ;  H i s r i g h t e o u s -
ness endures forever.’ 
He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food 
will supply and multiply your 
s e e d f o r s o w i n g a n d 
increase the harvest of your 
righteousness. 
You will be enriched in every 
w a y f o r y o u r g r e a t 
g e n e ro s i t y , w h i c h w i l l 
produce thanksgiving to 
God through us;  for the 
rendering of this ministry not 
only supplies the needs of 
the saints but also overflows 
with many thanksgivings to 
God.” 

2 Corinthians 9:6-12
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To go further, listen to “Death 
Was Arrested” by North Point 
InsideOut.  
Find the song on YouTube or any 
music platform.



 

Dear Lord,  
From 2 Corinthians 9:7, may each of us give what we have decided in our heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for you love a cheerful giver. Amen.     

“Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s.”   

That’s pretty straight forward. But what or how much is to be rendered to 
Caesar? Today, the government tells us how much we owe. But what or 
how much is our gift to God?  

Leviticus 27:30 tells us, “a tithe of everything from the land, whether grain 
from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the 
Lord.” In Proverbs 3:9 we are told to, “honor the Lord with your wealth, with 
the first fruits of all your crops.” So, a tithe is giving one-tenth of our first 
fruits to God. Is that right? Is that just to our local church or does it include 
donations to other charities, or what about gifts of our time and our 
talents? Dave Ramsey puts it this way: “a tithe, 10% of your income, is to 
your local church. It does not include gifts of time and talent. Gifts to other 
charities, amounts greater than a tithe and gifts of time and talents are 
offerings.” 

Our church has good examples of offerings. Thank you, quilters, for giving 
your talents to send quilts around the world. Thank you, youth, for giving 
your time to share the good news of Christ on mission trips. Thank you, 
church, for continuing tithing to be and make disciples of Jesus Christ.   

So, if we tithe our income and give offerings with our time and talents, is 
that our gift to God? Yes, but in Mark 12:41-43 we are told, “Jesus watched 
the crowd putting money into the temple treasury. Rich people threw in 
large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small coins, 
worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling His disciples to Him, Jesus said, ‘I 
tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all 
the others. They gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything.’” 

Hymn #410 in the green hymnal puts it this way: 
“We give Thee but Thine own, what e’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from Thee.” 

      Lester Frantzen
Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

“Then they sent to Him 
some Phar i sees and 
some Herodians to trap 
Him in what He said.  
They came and said to 
Him, ‘Teacher, we know 
that you are sincere, and 
show deference to no 
one; for you do not 
r e g a r d p e o p l e w i t h 
partiality, but teach the 
w a y o f G o d i n 
accordance with truth. Is 
it lawful to pay taxes to 
t h e e m p e r o r , o r 
not?  Should we pay 
them, or should we not?’  
B u t k n o w i n g t h e i r 
hypocrisy, He said to 
them, ‘ Why are you 
putting me to the test? 
Bring me a denarius and 
let me see it.’  And they 
brought one.  
Then He said to them, 
’Whose head is this, and 
whose title?’  
They answered, ‘The 
emperor’s.’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘Give 
to the emperor the things 
that are the emperor’s, 
and to God the things 
that are God’s.’  
And they were utterly 
amazed at Him.” 

Mark 12:13-17 
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Father,  
You have richly blessed me! Place on my heart my offering to you and let me not withhold what is yours. 
Take this offering given to you in gratitude to multiply and richly bless others to do your work. I pray that 
the hands that receive this offering use it wisely and according to your will.  Amen.

“I must go to the temple and give my offering.  

I don’t have much of anything to give. All I have are these two coins in 
my hand. Who is that watching? Listen to the sound of all the clinking 
coins. They have and give so much more than I. In my hands is all that I 
have. Oh God, please take this as I give you all that I have. Use it for your 
good!”  

Clink. Clink. 

We really do not know what the widow woman was thinking, but by her 
actions in this short text, it seems that she regularly attended temple 
and gave something. She did not hesitate or pause at her giving. It 
seems she gave in faith and felt compelled to give all that she 
possessed financially. This action was in sharp contrast to the others, so 
much so that the man watching, Jesus, took notice. The poor widow 
woman gave two coins in contrast to the others’ larger amounts. She 
gave a proportionately larger amount than the others had given in 
relation to their wealth. 

Jesus was watching! The general public was not really aware of who or 
what He was.  He called attention to the woman’s actions to His 
disciples.  He noted that her act of giving two coins from a place of 
poverty had put more into the treasury than the others who had wealth.  
I’m sure they were a bit confused at first because logically that didn’t 
make much sense.  How could two coins be worth more than a handful 
of the same coins?   But isn’t that how giving works?  It doesn’t logically, 
mathematically make sense!  The secret is the heart. Are you giving in 
faith? Are you giving out of gratefulness? Or, are you giving because 
you have-to or for show? 

      Rhonda Eckert

“He sat down opposite the 
treasury, and watched the 
crowd putting money into 
the treasury.  
Many rich people put in 
large sums.  A poor widow 
came and put in two small 
copper coins, which are 
worth a penny.  
Then He called his disciples 
and said to them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, this poor widow has put 
in more than all those who 
are contributing to the 
treasury. For all of them have 
contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of 
her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she 
had to live on.’” 

Mark 12:41-44  
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Dear Heavenly Father,  
Thank you for blessing us all with unique gifts and abilities. Take these gifts and use them to do your will.  
To you be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.   

I’ve always been a quiet, shy person.   

I would have an anxiety attack if I had to speak in front of a group. I 
don’t know why I said, “Yes” when Pastor Bobby asked if I would be 
in a Lenten skit.  “It would only be one service and I would play the 
prophet Elijah,” he said. As the day drew nearer, I became more 
anxious, thinking how can I get up in front of all those people? Will I 
forget my lines or make a fool of myself?  People will laugh at me. 
What was I thinking? I don’t have a gift for acting. 

Well, I guess it went alright because I continued to spread the Word 
as Gilligan, the Scarecrow, Barney Fife, Jed Clampett, Ricky Ricardo, 
Charlie Brown, Fred Flintstone, and more! It was a unique 
opportunity to teach about God’s love and Jesus’ sacrifice for us. 
The skits included humor, but the underlying messages pointed to 
Jesus’ death on the cross. And through it all, I saw the congregation 
smile, laugh, and sometimes even shed a tear during those skits. I 
thought, how amazing it was that a shy person like me, could bring 
out these emotions. Who would have thought that I could do that? 

Or who would have thought that the two fish and five loaves a 
young boy in the crowd had in his lunch basket, could feed five 
thousand people?  But the boy couldn’t have fed the crowd on his 
own, any more than I could get in front of a crowd to perform a skit. 
Jesus took the boy’s small gift and performed one of His greatest 
miracles. And God takes our small gifts to do amazing things. 
Whether it’s acting silly in a skit, teaching Sunday School, making 
meals, mulching flower beds, or singing in a choir, God uses our 
seemingly little gifts to do great things. Pastor Paul Tripp writes: 

“The Lord knows us all. He is the Divine Author over each and every 
moment, writing our stories. He can do eternally amazing things 
with the little fragments of our lives that we're carrying around and 
that we tend to think aren't worth much.” 

      Doyle Moellering
Holy Ghost Lutheran 
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 “Jesus went to the other side of 
the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd 
kept following Him, because 
they saw the signs that He was 
doing. Jesus went up the 
mountain with his disciples.  
When He looked up and saw a 
large crowd coming toward Him, 
Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are 
we to buy bread for these 
people to eat?’  He said this to 
test him, for He himself knew 
what he was going to do.  
Phi l ip answered him, ‘S ix 
months’ wages  would not buy 
enough bread for each of them 
to get a little.’  
Andrew said to Him,  ‘There is a 
boy here who has five loaves 
and two fish. But what are they 
among so many?’  
Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit 
down.’ Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when He had given 
thanks, He distributed them; so 
also the fish, as much as they 
wanted.  
When they were satisfied, He 
told his disciples, ‘Gather the 
leftovers, so nothing may be 
lost.’ They gathered them up, 
and from the fragments, they 
filled twelve baskets.  
When the people saw this, they 
began to say, ‘This is indeed the 
prophet who is to come into the 
world.’”  

John 6:1-14
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(Our hands we fold, our heads we bow, it’s time to talk to God right now.) 
Dear Jesus,  
Thank you for the gifts you bestow upon us. Be in our actions, our words, and our thoughts so we might 
use those gifts to show others your good, good news! In your name we pray, amen.

We all have gifts and talents bestowed upon us from our Savior.  

Sometimes we forget our own when looking at someone else’s, but we all do 
indeed have abilities that are unique to us for a unique purpose that God will make 
clear in His good time. 

Today, I invite you to think of the things you’re good at and how God uses those 
gifts in your life. Perhaps you’re an athlete who leads his team in prayer. Maybe 
you’re a designer who helps clients make sense of their chaotic lives. Or possibly 
you have a disposition that invites people to talk while you listen. 

When reflecting on my own gifts, one thing in particular stands out: children’s 
messages. 

I love giving children’s messages. I relish being in front of you all, at the mercy of 
the words of your children and however quick my wit chooses to be that Sunday. 
The opportunity to present my own version of Kids Say the Darnedest Things while 
also making sure God’s Word gets spoken is so, so fun! I never know what the kids 
are going to say - sometimes it’s something hilariously random, sometimes it’s a 
bluntly honest observation, and sometimes it’s such an encapsulation of childlike 
faith that I have nothing else to add. My theological training, my sense of humor, 
my comfortability with public speaking, my relationships with the kids, and yes, 
even my “intellect" all come to a head in a children’s message. 

Of course, it’s not always perfect - there have been clunkers - but I like to think 
most of my Holy Ghost family enjoys watching me balance the silly and the 
spiritual. As self-aggrandizing as this might sound, I truly hope my antics point 
back to Christ. 

God has spent years carving us into the people we are today. Each day, He whittles 
another detail, or buffers another blemish. As life goes on, our gifts and talents 
become the ways God speaks through us- and if we’re the Christians we say we 
are, we welcome that process. Everything we have and everything we are is from 
above, and we should want nothing more than to let go and let God use us. 

      Daniel Hofmann

“ L i k e g o o d 
stewards of the 
manifold grace of 
God, serve one 
a n o t h e r w i t h 
w h a t e v e r g i f t 
each of you has 
received.  
Whoever speaks 
must do so as one 
speaking the very 
words of God; 
whoever serves 
must do so with 
the strength that 
God supplies, so 
that God may be 
glorified in al l 
things through 
Jesus Christ.  
To Him belong 
the glory and the 
p o w e r f o re v e r 
and ever. Amen." 

1 Peter 4:10-11

Monday, March 15, 2021  
🎶  Take my intellect and use, every pow’r as Thou shalt choose 🎵



 

Lord God,  
Help us to recognize and affirm the gifts in others. Lead us to set the same examples that you have set for 
us. Be with us today as we navigate the highs and lows. We love you. Amen.   

Have you ever been laser-beamed?  

Have you ever laser-beamed someone else? No, I am not talking about those tiny 
lights that go “pew pew!” I’m talking about affirming someone in an intentional 
way.  I first learned about laser-beaming when I worked at Rainbow Trail Lutheran 
Camp. During a two-week staff training, the staff learns strategies on how to be 
good team members and how to set good examples for kids.  

When you laser-beam someone, you name a specific behavior, the characteristic it 
embodies, and then show gratitude or give positive feedback. As humans, we rarely 
take time to fully recognize the effort that a friend put into doing something that 
meant going out of their way. Normally, we say thank you (very broad) for (narrow) 
the help (outcome). For example, if we see a coworker taking on extra workload, we 
can say a simple thank you. We should take it a step further, recognizing and 
acknowledging the extra effort and time. In this case, you could say, “McKenzie, the 
way you took time out of your day to pick up the tasks that Seth normally does, really 
shows your dedication to getting the job done.”  

One of my gifts is to provide affirmation. I want to make sure that people feel 
appreciated and supported. Taking the time to call someone out for the good they 
are doing can make someone feel so good.  

In Romans 12, Paul tells us that Christ has given each and every one of us specific 
gifts and talents. Your gift might be different from mine which might be different 
from your neighbors. Paul says it doesn’t matter what the gift is but be sure to use it 
to serve the Lord.  

God is the ultimate laser-beam. God has laser-beamed us and as disciples, it is our 
job to use those. He has set the example so we can laser-beam others! 

      McKenzie Moellering
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“We have gifts 
t h a t d i f f e r 
a c c o rd i n g t o 
the grace given 
to us:  
p ro p h e c y, i n 
proportion to 
faith;  ministry, 
in ministering;  
the teacher, in 
teaching;  
the exhorter, in 
exhortation;  
t h e g i v e r, i n 
generosity;  
the leader, in 
diligence; the 
compassionate, 
i n 
cheerfulness.” 

Romans 12:6-8 
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Father,  
Take my will and make it Thine, that all my thoughts, words, and deeds this day may be pleasing to you.  In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Stepping out in faith is a terrifying thing to do!   

I remember well the thoughts and feelings I had when I first moved into my house 
at seminary. I had left a job and fellow employees I enjoyed immensely in Houston. 
I was leaving a church whose services felt like heaven to me. I was dragging my 
preteen children from their home and their friends, and as a single parent, the 
weight of responsibility for their well-being was heavy upon me. 

I stood alone in my new bedroom with all our furniture finally moved in and looked 
out the window. I wondered whether this was all in vain! Would I pass my courses?  
Would I make enough money in work-study jobs to support us? Would I fail and 
have to move back to Houston at my own expense with my tail between my legs?  
Was I utterly crazy? Would my kids adapt to Ohio winters? 

Going to seminary was something I truly wanted to do. I knew I would delight in 
the coursework and experiences. I was psyched to be a student again! But was this 
just my will and not God’s? What if I had misunderstood His will for my life? I knew 
that if my endeavor were not of God, it would fail miserably.   

In classical music there is a bass line beneath all the other music, a continuo.  It is 
not the melody, and at times it barely can be heard, but the piece would sound less 
substantial without it. It really is a necessary part of the music. That is how I 
describe what God was doing for me.  Beneath my joy and anxiety at being in a 
new place, embarking on a new chapter of my life, God was providing a 
foundation of certainty, the assurance that it truly was His will speaking to my will.  
All would be well. 

      Pastor Jan Unger

“Yet, O  Lord, you 
are our Father; we 
are the clay, and 
y o u a r e o u r 
potter;  
we are all the 
w o r k o f y o u r 
hand.” 

Isaiah 64:8 
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Lord, 
Inspire each of us to adopt Isaiah’s prayer and take God’s will and make it ours. In Jesus’ name we pray, 
amen.

In Isaiah 6:1-8, God is asking for someone to call the people of 
Israel to account for their wrongful conduct and rejecting God. 

 Verse 8 is the key verse: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying ‘whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’  And I said, 
‘Here I am- send me!’” 

When I hear the song line, “Take my will and make it Thine,” and 
read the scripture “Here I am- send me!” I think of my 
grandfather, Norman Cram (“Grandpa”). Grandpa was a quiet, 
humble man, but he was a strong Christian. The entire 
community knew Grandpa’s faith and dedication to the Lord. He 
was a living example of taking God’s will and saying “Here I am- 
send me!” 

Grandpa was a farmer and later in life he managed three 
livestock auctions in three communities. He would be gone three 
days and two nights every week. One summer when I was about 
10 years old, he took me with him to the auction barns. While at 
one, I met a man who knew Grandpa well. He told me that my 
Grandpa was a great man and highly respected by the 
employees and that when he arrived at the auction barn, the 
atmosphere changed. The cursing and shady stories ended 
because they knew Grandpa would not approve. 

Later in life, when Grandpa would write a letter to family, he 
always concluded with a two or three line “sermon” and a prayer. 

Grandpa was an amazing, Godly man– and my hero. 

I am sure that every morning Grandpa thought and prayed, 
“Here I am- send me!” He truly lived the song verse, “Take my will 
and make it Thine.” 

      Norm Nevins
Holy Ghost Lutheran 
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“In the year that King Uzziah died, I 
saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lofty; and the hem of His 
robe filled the temple.  Seraphs 
were in attendance above Him; 
each had six wings: with two they 
covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with 
two they flew.  And one called to 
another and said: 
'Holy, holy, holy is the  Lord  of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of His 
glory.’  
The pivots on the thresholds shook 
at the voices of those who called, 
a n d t h e h o u s e fi l l e d w i t h 
smoke.  And I said: ‘Woe is me! I 
am lost, for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips; yet my eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’  
Then one of the seraphs flew to 
me, holding a live coal that had 
been taken from the altar with a 
pair of tongs. The seraph  touched 
my mouth with it and said: ‘Now 
that this has touched your lips, 
your guilt has departed and your 
sin is blotted out.’  
Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?’  
And I said, ‘Here I am- send me!’” 

Isaiah 6:1-8
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Dear Father in Heaven,  
Please help us to trust your will, despite our concerns. Help us to see that we are made to do your will and 
that you will mold us to respond to what the world needs and will involve us in bringing heaven to earth. 
Amen.

Today’s song lyric zooms right to a portion of Luke 11:2, “Thy will be done.”   

When we pray these words, we are not praying “my will be done.” we are 
praying His will be done. Jesus prayed in the Garden, “Take this cup from me, 
not my will, but yours be done.” When we pray “Thy will be done,” we are 
praying for God to do His will within us.  

In my career, for many years, I struggled with the thought, “Is this what I am 
supposed to be doing?” Over and over, I had a conversation with the Lord, “If 
you want me to do something else, then show me what it is you want me to do 
and I will go.” I heard nothing. Over time my work stress increased, and one 
morning I awoke and heard a clear deep voice saying, “You need to do it 
today.” There was no doubt in my mind this was the message I had been 
waiting for. I jumped out of bed and wrote my resignation letter. This was huge 
for me; I had been working at my chosen career for almost 27 years. How could 
I do this with no job to jump to? I felt like Jesus said, “Drop your net and follow 
Me. I will lead the way.” This was the most faithful decision I have ever made. 
There was no safety net; I just stepped off the cliff.  

And guess what? I fell! Spiraling, head over heels for about 100 feet. But then 
God reached His huge hand down, caught me, and lifted me up. I worked hard 
over the next four months, eventually finding a new job and peace.  

Looking back, I see that all the time I was praying for a path and was hearing 
nothing, He was actually responding, “I know you aren’t happy, but I need you 
to trust Me. Have faith.” Maybe we should trust that when our will and His will 
don’t line up, that His will is best. 

      Stacey Moellering

“He was praying in a 
certain place, and 
a f t e r H e h a d 
finished, one of His 
disciples said to 
Him, ‘Lord, teach us 
to pray, as John 
taught his disciples.’  
He said to them, 
‘When you pray, say:  
Father,  hallowed be 
your name. Your 
K i n g d o m 
come.  Give us each 
d a y o u r d a i l y 
bread.  And forgive 
us our sins,  for we 
ourselves forgive 
everyone indebted 
to us. And do not 
bring us to the time 
of trial.’” 

Luke 11:1-4 
Holy Ghost Lutheran 
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Dear Lord,  
Thank you for loving me in spite of my willfulness! Take my life and my will and let it be always only for 
Thee. Amen.

To me, is a terribly difficult verse in the poem penned by Francis 
Havergal.  

I realize that all the verses require sacrifice and obedience to God and 
none will I ever be able to accomplish as I should. But to have no will of 
my own!! To really and truly hand all of my wants and desires over to the 
Lord is something this strong-willed person seems to have a hard time 
with even though I know trying to control events and life around me is 
frustrating and usually does not work the way I plan. 

There is a song that was very popular years back sung by a famous 
entertainer. It was called “I Did It My Way.” It personifies man’s defiant 
attempt to manage and control every step of his life. He’s come to his 
life’s end and is proud that through it all, he did it his way.  

A few years ago, one of my aunts died. She had previously asked if I 
would sing for her service and had a very specific request. She wanted 
the song I just described sung in the funeral in the church. I loved this 
lady very much, but she had always been the family rebel and I guess saw 
this as a statement of her life. I finally asked her daughter (my cousin) if I 
might sing her favorite hymn instead and she reluctantly agreed. At the 
graveside after the church service she brought out a huge boom box, 
and we all sat and listened while Elvis sang about doing his whole life his 
way.  

I don’t know why I felt compelled to share this story except it has always 
seemed sad to me and somehow really points out the futility of putting 
our will over God’s will. It surely reminds me that I need to turn my life, all 
problems and decisions, over in prayer when I say, “Thy will be done.” 

      Jane Remmert
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“And to the angel of the 
church in Laodicea write 
the words of the Amen, 
the fa i thfu l and t rue 
witness, the origin  of 
God’s creation:  
‘I know your works; you 
are neither cold nor hot. I 
wish that you were either 
cold or hot.  So, because 
you are lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I am 
about to spit you out of 
my mouth.  For you say, ‘I 
am rich, I have prospered, 
and I need nothing.’  
You do not realize that you 
are wretched, pitiable, 
poor, blind, and naked.’” 

Revelation 3:14-17
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Lord,  
Take our hearts. Help us to keep them clean and strong and obedient for you. We long to have the 
continued joy of salvation. Amen

For about 50 years of my church life, I recited by rote memory the, 
“Create in me a clean heart….” part of the liturgy.  

One day, I actually listened to, interpreted and applied the words I had 
memorized and recited so many times. God knows when I hear the words, 
yet sin. He knows when I repent. When I repent, I am asking Him to not 
only have mercy on me but to create a clean heart in me and to renew the 
Holy Spirit within me. I need to feel ready to press forward in spite of my 
sin as long as I have repented sincerely from my heart.  

As I continue in life, I pray to the Heavenly Father to keep me close to Him 
in obedience and not to let me do anything to cause the Holy Spirit to 
leave me. Amazingly, this obedience feels good. 

But I sin again. I repent again and the circle continues. He continues His 
part of the circle as well. He restores to me the joy of salvation and 
upholds me with His free spirit.  

I love the joy of the free spirit I have in life and am continuing to obey the 
best I can.  

      Barbara George

“Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and put a 
new and right  spirit 
within me.   
Do not cast me away 
from your presence, and 
do not take your Holy 
Spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of 
your salvat ion, and 
s u s t a i n i n m e a 
willing spirit.” 

Psalm 51:10-12 

Sunday, March 21, 2021  
🎶  Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne 🎵



 

Thank you, Lord, that you chose me, that you love me and that you 
died for me. Amen.

The line of a song says, “When others see a shepherd boy, God 
may see a king.”   

You remember the story. Samuel was to choose a king and Jesse 
summoned seven of his sons to be considered. Both Samuel and 
Jesse were surprised when God rejected all seven.  

I Chronicles 28:9 tells us that God searches every heart. Will He 
find mine hard-hearted? Brokenhearted? Wholehearted? Probably 
all three at different times, just like David’s. But, because of Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross, His blood washes our hearts clean. 

God sees through our masks, straight to our hearts. And He loves 
us anyway. Appearances can be deceiving. A seed looks dead. 
“Life slumbers lightly within the seed…beyond appearances 
seeds are crammed with vitality.” When we let go of our will and 
give our heart to God, we are like the seed– crammed with vitality 
from the Holy Spirit. Luther, as a young monk, spiritually 
struggling with his sinfulness and feelings of unworthiness, finally 
cried out in helplessness, “I am yours, save me.” How might it 
change our lives if we started each day by saying to our Creator, 
our Redeemer, our Sustainer: “I am yours.”  
 
One by one problems come 
And dreams get shattered 
And sometimes it's hard 
To understand 
But things like chance 
And circumstance 
They don't really matter 
Our Father holds tomorrow 
In His hands 

      Kathy Roberts

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

“When Jesse’s sons came, Samuel 
looked on them and thought, 
‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.’ 
But the  Lord  said to Samuel, ‘Do 
not look on his stature, because I 
h a v e r e j e c t e d h i m ; f o r 
the  Lord does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on 
the heart.’ 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said 
to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen 
any of these.’  
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your 
sons here?’ 
He said, 'There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.’ 
Samuel said, ‘Bring him; for we 
will not sit down until he comes 
here.’ 
He sent and brought him in. 
The  Lord  said, ‘Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one.’ 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence 
of his brothers; and the Spirit of 
the  Lord  came mightily upon 
David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah.” 

1 Samuel 16:6-13  

Monday, March 22, 2021 
🎶  Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne 🎵

To go further, listen to “Shepherd Boy” 
by Ray Boltz.  
Find the song on YouTube or any music 
platform.



 

Lord , 
I am thankful that you are my only true hope. Your love for me and your promises are absolute and 
complete. May the words of this song and your love for me lead me to a fuller realization to be “ever, only, 
all for Thee.” Amen.

Our English language has many idioms that use the word “heart.”  

We use it to reference something other than a biological function, such as, 
“put your heart into it…it’s heartfelt…you’re my sweetheart…get to the 
heart of the matter.” The King James Bible references the word heart more 
than 75 times- with almost all the passages referring to the state of our 
inner being with our God such as in today’s passage. 

Francis Havergal (1836-1879) wrote the lyrics to our theme song after a 
visit with some friends sharing a blessed experience in Christian 
fellowship. It was written as a thankful renewal of her consecration to her 
Lord, and for me, it’s a prayer of surrender and commitment to the Lord’s 
will.  

My time, my hands, my feet, my voice, my lips, my silver and gold, my 
intellect, my will are all precious to me, and until I focus on God’s desire 
for the commitment of my heart, the commitment will always be far less 
than perfect. My imperfections, pride, and self-reliance will always be an 
impediment. To realize my heart is God’s own, that He loves me and that 
my life is a treasure for His throne is comforting to me, but also a real 
challenge for my commitment. I trust that the Holy Spirit will help me with 
this challenge. 

      Lyndal Remmert

“Trust in the  Lord  with 
all your heart,  and do 
not rely on your own 
insight. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him,  and 
He will make straight 
your paths.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

Tuesday, March 23, 2021  
🎶  Take my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne 🎵



 

Father,  
As we live our days lifting you up, please fill us with everything we 
need to point this hurting world to you, for you are the answer. May 
we bring you glory and honor. In Jesus Name, amen.

I have heard it said that we were made to worship and that we are all 
worshiping something.  

It can be money, position, power, a spouse, or friend… and if I am 
honest, I’ve found myself worshiping other things in life instead of the 
Lord. But I can agree with this passage which says, “all the gods of the 
peoples are worthless idols,” they are all empty and unfulfilling.   

I have learned that I was made to worship God- to point to Him in all I 
say and do. I have learned that I am most alive, and most connected 
to Him when I am worshiping Him. 

When “I ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name,” I am 
acknowledging who He is. As I abandon to this truth: that I am His 
creation, made to bring Him glory, the return is indescribable!  He 
promises to inhabit the praises of His people, and what could be 
better than Immanuel– God with us! In worship, I am made aware of 
my position in Him, and the door is opened to receive all that is 
needed to live for Him in this life.  (Ephesians 1:3-4; 2:4-7) 

No matter what life brings- like a world in chaos over a pandemic- 
when I stop to remember in worship who God is and what He has 
done for us because of His great love, peace and joy are restored. I 
realize again that in worshiping the one true God, I have engaged a 
weapon in the arsenal given by God (the Bible, prayer, fasting, 
gathering in community, etc.) to overcome and rise above everything, 
for all things are summed up in Jesus and to Him be the glory! 

“Jesus is the Light of the world, and in Him there is no darkness at all.”  
(John 1:9; 1 John 1:5) “He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption and the forgiveness of sins.” (Colossians 
1:13-14), and this is every reason for me to worship Him with all of my 
mind, heart, soul and strength, for the rest of my days. 

      Kathy Holguin

“Sing to the  Lord, all the 
earth.  Tell of His salvation 
from day to day.  
Declare His glory among the 
nations, His marvelous works 
among all the peoples. For 
great is the  Lord, and greatly 
to be praised; He is to be 
revered above all gods.  
For all the gods of the 
p e o p l e s a r e i d o l s ,  b u t 
the  Lord  made the heavens. 
Honor and majesty are before 
Him;  strength and joy are in 
His place.  
Ascribe to the Lord, O families 
of the peoples,  ascribe to 
the  Lord  glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the  Lord  the glory 
due His name;  bring an 
offering, and come before 
Him.  
Worship the  Lord  in holy 
splendor;  tremble before 
Him, all the earth. The world is 
firmly established; it shall 
never be moved.  
Let the heavens be glad, and 
let the earth rejoice, and let 
them say among the nations, 
‘The Lord is king!’” 

1 Chronicles 16:23-31

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 
🎶  Take my love, my Lord, I pour, at Thy feet its treasure store 🎵

For more, listen to “Joyful (The 
One Who Saves)” by Brenton 
Brown.  
Find the song on YouTube or any 
music platform.



 

Dear Lord,  
Thank you for this day. I praise you for the good things in my life. Help me do your will, love people and 
remember that you can do anything. I praise you because I know that I am yours.  Amen.

In the unpredictable, stressful year of 2020, this Psalm of David provided 
comfort, encouragement, perspective, and certainty.  

Our Lord is completely in control and He completely loves us. Because of this, 
our Lord is worthy of our deepest and engaging praise. In this Psalm, David 
writes that our praise should be from our inmost being, not mere lip service or 
a weekly recitation in church that has no feeling or sincerity. I believe God 
delights in our attention and praise to Him. 

Unfortunately, I fail to consistently praise my Lord. I sometimes forget about 
why I should be incredibly grateful. I try to control and manage events and 
situations. I lose sight of Him and fail to praise Him with my whole heart. If I’m 
not careful, I can fall into a deep dark pit of frustration and anger. I must 
remember that my time on earth is very, very short. My time in heaven, 
however, is very, very long. Eternal. God forgives my sins and pulls me out of 
the pit on a daily basis! God freely redeems me so that I can be with Him 
forever. This incredible gift of redemption demands my praise. 

I know from God’s Word, especially the Gospels, that God, Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit can do anything. This includes healing any affliction or satisfying any 
need with good things. (Maybe some of the “things” we desire to satisfy us are 
not always good!) This Psalm reminds me that God is stronger than anything 
that this world throws at us. As Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well 
(John 4), He can provide us with “Living Water” where we will never thirst again.  
Eternal life. Now that is satisfying and demands my praise. 

God “crowns” us with love and compassion. A crown symbolizes royalty. In 
Christ, I am a member of God’s ultimate royal family. Despite my failures and 
weaknesses, God has compassion for me as I deal with difficult moments and 
He continues to love me despite my sins. He will forgive me, renew me, and 
invite me to live with Him as part of His royal family. This demands my praise. 

I believe one of our greatest purposes in life is praising the Lord. It is important 
that we start and end each day by praising Him. 

      Blair Nevins 

“Bless the Lord, O my 
soul,  
and all that is within 
me,  bless His holy 
name.  
Bless the Lord, O my 
soul,  
and do not forget all 
His benefits— 
who forgives all your 
iniquity,  
who heals all your 
diseases,  
who redeems your 
life from the Pit,  
who crowns you with 
steadfast love and 
mercy,  
who satisfies you 
with good  
 a s l o n g a s y o u 
l ive  so that your 
youth is renewed like 
the eagle’s.” 

Psalm 103:1-5 

Thursday, March 25, 2021  
🎶  Take my love, my Lord, I pour, at Thy feet its treasure store 🎵



 

Father,  
I pray that you take my love as I lay it at your feet and share your never-
ending love with others and glorify your name! May they grow stronger and 
then share their love as they see you in me. Amen.

The English dictionary describes love as “strong affection towards one 
another” which sounds so empty and lacks depth.  

Our spiritual definition comes from the Greek word for love, “Agape” which 
is “the love of God.” Now that seems so much more profound and powerful.  

Jesus tells the disciples in John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all 
men will know you are my disciples if you love one another.” Love was not 
only given to us by Jesus but also commanded of us to do unto others. I 
think we all have a desire to love but can get bogged down in just how to 
best show our love to others and what that really looks like for us.  

I worked with a girl in high school that I admittedly envied. She always had 
the biggest smile and cordial attitude towards others. I was a shy kid and 
although I loved and wanted to help others, I did so in a different manner. I 
would easily get overwhelmed by the feeling that I would never be like her. 
It just wasn’t in my nature to be that bubbly and outgoing. I had to learn that 
God has made us all different and we have to understand that we can share 
our love with others through each of our unique gifts, talents and stories. 
This could be through a bubbly smile, working with children, using your 
hands to build or create, knitting a quilt for someone in need or cooking a 
hot meal for loved ones.  

Let us praise and worship Him by taking the infinite love of God and sharing 
it with others. Isn’t that amazing that there is no cap, no end to the amount of 
love we can share? This idea almost beckons us the challenge to see how 
much of it we can give away.  

Our Savior calls us to lay that love at His feet and not keep it for ourselves. 
We are called to “Let Go and Let God” take what was not ours to begin with 
and to trust in letting Him share it with others around us, be it small acts like 
Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet or monumental tasks like those assigned to Moses.  

      Shayna Thompson

“Make a joyful noise to 
the Lord, all the earth.  
Worship the  Lord  with 
gladness;  
come into His presence 
with singing.  
Know that the  Lord  is 
God.  
It is He that made us, 
and we are His;  
we are His people, and 
t h e s h e e p o f H i s 
pasture.  
Enter His gates with 
thanksgiving,  
and His courts with 
praise.  
Give thanks to Him, 
bless His name.  
For the  Lord  is good; 
H i s s t e a d f a s t l o v e 
endures forever,  
and His faithfulness to 
all generations.” 

Psalm 100

Friday, March 26, 2021 
🎶  Take my love, my Lord, I pour, at Thy feet its treasure store 🎵

To reflect longer on this, 
listen to “Reckless Love” 
by Corey Asbury. 
Find the song on YouTube 
or any music platform.



 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
Help me to let go of my past regrets and trust in your present goodness and grace. Fill me with your 
unconditional love and lead me to worship in Spirit and in truth until the day you call me home. Amen.  

Worship in Spirit and in Truth…    

In today’s passage, the woman who encounters Jesus was worn out and 
without hope. Her life had been a series of setbacks full of heartbreak and 
regret.   (Remember Jesus revealed that she had been with five husbands and 
she was with another man as well.) In regard to her spirit, I’m sure she had little 
life left. It brings to mind the emotional and inspiring musical, Les Misérables, 
which begins with a woman, Fantine, who in the same way experienced such 
great hardship and regret as she sang,  

“I had a dream my life would be 
So different from this hell I'm living 
So different now from what it seemed.  
Now life has killed the dream I dreamed.”    

No doubt the woman at the well in John 4 believed that life had killed the 
dreams she had dreamed, too. Until she met Jesus.     

Jesus knew full well what she needed, so He sat at that well and invited her to 
believe. He didn’t want to take from her, but instead He wanted to give her the 
water of life (John 4:14). Jesus wanted to give her hope and healing.  He 
wanted to heal her with His grace. He wanted to provide new purpose and 
peace by her trusting in Him. And, in light of everything Jesus says and does, 
the woman at the well is forever changed. She can’t help but to surrender all.   
In fact, without giving it a second thought, she leaves her water jar right there at 
that well, and with giddy excitement, she rushes off to share the Good News.   
In Spirit and in Truth, she tells others about Jesus, and through her testimony 
others come to believe. This heartfelt Scripture then concludes with some of 
the greatest words of hope for us all to believe, we now know that this man 
really is the Savior of the world.  (John 4:42) 

So, during this season of Lent, what do I need to let go? What regrets might I 
repent? What pain can I pass on? What disappointments do I need to release 
by sitting at the Wellspring of Life and worshiping Him in Spirit and in truth?  

      Pastor Clint Pluenneke

“Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming 
w h e n y o u w i l l 
worship the Father 
n e i t h e r o n t h i s 
m o u n t a i n n o r i n 
Jerusalem.  
You worship what 
you do not know; we 
worship what we 
know, for salvation is 
from the Jews.  
B u t t h e h o u r i s 
coming, and is now 
here, when the true 
w o r s h i p e r s w i l l 
worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for 
the Father seeks such 
as these to worship 
Him.  
God is spirit, and 
those who worship 
Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.’” 

John 4:21-24

Saturday, March 27, 2021  
🎶  Take my love, my Lord, I pour, at Thy feet its treasure store 🎵



 

Lord, 
Help us to live in this world but not of it, that we might live as those reflecting your kingdom to the world. 
Lead us, guide us and teach us to find value in all that we meet, no matter how hard it may be, and treat 
them as though they have value, so that they might see you in us. Amen!

Wow, today’s scripture and lyric are great inspiration for this devotion and 
for life after the climate of a year called 2020! 

2020 was a challenge no matter our age, and something we never expected 
to see, let alone live through. It has certainly challenged all the inspiration 
points for this devotion. Younger folks can relate, but they have less decades 
to relate through. My parents have 40 more than I have. Therefore, it poses 
unique experiences for each age group. 

The command from Jesus as recited by the challenging lawyer in today’s 
passage has been thoroughly challenged in perhaps every way possible. 

In every aspect of what has happened, God has been torn down and denied 
by our world. Society tries hard to get Christians to do the same. The devil is 
casting doubt in every corner and heralding it from every platform. He is 
desperately trying to tear God from every heart, soul, and mind. He is 
actively using politics, culture, ethnicity, race, religion, social standing, and 
income to divide us and incite hatred between neighbors instead of love.  

So then what do we do? Let go and let God. We cannot fight the world alone 
and expect a change. We need to let go of the idea that we have some 
control, stop living in the past, and give it all over to God. Then we wait for 
His instructions as we hold fast to Him and His scriptures. Next, dedicate our 
whole lives to Him and His will, remembering this truth: “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:5) Then, we 
strive to live that commandment, staying centered on Christ and following 
His lead for our lives.  

We may walk through the storms, but He will bring us through. 

      Ginger Burow
Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

“Just then a lawyer 
s t o o d u p t o t e s t 
Jesus.  ‘Teacher,’ he 
said, ‘what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’  
Jesus said to him, 
‘What is written in the 
law? What do you read 
there?’  
He answered, ‘You shall 
love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; 
and your neighbor as 
yourself.’  
And Jesus said to him, 
‘You have given the 
right answer; do this, 
and you will live.’” 

Luke 10:25-28

Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021 
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-15-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-15-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-15-5/


 

Good and gracious God,  
Consume me by the fire of purification. Burn away all that hinders and 
purify what remains that I may be a living, pleasing, transformed child of 
the Most High. Amen.

Read today’s scripture again and this time, listen slowly. Think for a 
moment – what does a living sacrifice look like? 

Sacrifice was a way of life for the Jews of the Old and New Testaments. For 
atonement of sins, unblemished lambs, rams, and bulls were offered 
routinely in the temple. Blood was spilled, sprinkled upon the altar in 
expectation that Yahweh would accept the offering and forgive. Yet, since 
we sin repeatedly, this sacrifice happened again, and again and again. The 
covering of a sacrificial animal’s blood was only temporary.  

Enter Jesus. Then as now, He knew men’s hearts, that magnetic tendency 
toward sin. His response, His extraordinary compassion for us moved Him 
toward the cross. And it was that great sacrifice, the ultimate, selfless, 
voluntary spilling of His holy blood that turned our hearts back to the 
Father.   

While the world pulls us to take on its form, conforming to earthly actions 
of selfishness, Jesus firmly nudges us to take on a new form, to transform 
into something more. We must change bit by bit, day by day, but we MUST 
change.  So, how can we become living sacrifices?  

Yes, the idea of great sacrifice is foreign to us, but think of it as an act of 
will, an intentional offering of the heart. Each step, every day, we are 
presented with opportunities to offer a sacrifice to another, opportunities 
to offer kindness, compassion, forgiveness, or love. These are transforming 
offerings of the heart.  

These sacrifices may be small or grand acts. Here’s the toughest but truest 
part: the receiver need not deserve your offering! Love the unlovable. 
Forgive the vile, hurtful offender. Give generously to those who ask or even 
to those who don’t ask. Seek out moments to show kindness to a stranger. 
Be intentional. Precious, holy blood has been spilled, full atonement made, 
now go and give. Let go of self. Let God act through you! 

      Lisa Bullion

“ I a p p e a l t o y o u 
therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of 
God, to present your 
b o d i e s a s a l i v i n g 
s a c r i fi c e , h o l y a n d 
acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship.  
Do not be conformed to 
t h i s w o r l d ,  b u t b e 
t r a n s f o r m e d b y t h e 
renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern 
what is the will of God— 
w h a t i s g o o d a n d 
acceptable and perfect.” 

Romans 12:1-2

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

Holy Monday, March 29, 2021  
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵

For more, listen to “To Obey 
is Better than Sacrifice” by 
Keith Green. 
Find the song on YouTube or 
any music platform.



 

Dear Lord,  
Help me to be always and forever thankful to Thee. Amen.

A friend called last week to check on me and to tell me what was 
happening in her life.   

For the past month she had been dealing with water damage, irritating 
relatives, helping a friend in deep mourning, etc. She was tired and in 
need of help herself.  I had a brainstorm. I read her two verses from 
“Take My Life, That I May Be” (so beautiful). She was very quiet. Then 
she said that those very words described the way she wanted to live 
her life. They were a great reminder.  They acted as an anchor for her 
wildly stressful life. 

Don’t those words describe how we all want to live, especially in the 
present time of unbelievably difficult circumstances? Our new 
concerns are almost unheard of. I know I should have all these lovely 
words plastered on the walls of my house because I want to live this 
way too. 

When I remember to stay close to the Lord, my life is filled with 
richness.  He has sent wonderful friends who bring me joy. Every day 
people bring me fun and smiles, like my “rubbish professional” (my 
name for him) whose grin from ear-to-ear lights up the whole street 
when I hand him up his cookies. 

The Lord always blesses me when I am worried about things. When I 
ask for help, He never fails me.  I can look back and see His fine hand in 
everything I couldn’t figure out myself. Worries disappear, problems 
are solved, my mind at peace once more.  It is too easy! 

I keep wondering why it happens over and over. What if He stops? But 
He won’t. The reason is clear, and it can be found in the Bible again 
and again.  Lately, I’ve read it in Max Lucado’s Because of Bethlehem. 
Max reminds us that “The story of Christmas is the story of God’s 
relentless love for us…When Christ was born so was our hope.” 

      Lois Mavsar

Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

“Since God chose you to be 
the holy people he loves, 
you must clothe yourselves 
with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentle-
ness, and patience. Make 
allowance for each other’s 
faults, and forgive anyone 
who offends you.  
Remember, the Lord forgave 
you, so you must forgive 
others. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which 
binds us all together in 
perfect harmony. And let the 
peace that comes from 
Christ rule in your hearts. For 
as members of one body 
you are called to live in 
peace. And a lways be 
thankful. 
Let the message about 
Christ, in all its richness, fill 
y o u r l i v e s . Te a c h a n d 
counsel each other with all 
the wisdom he gives. Sing 
psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs to God with 
thankful hearts.  
And whatever you do or say, 
do it as a representative of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through him to God the 
Father.” 

Colossians 3:12-17

Holy Tuesday, March 30, 2021 
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵



 

Dear God,  
2020 was a trying year for the world, but we know that you continue to watch over each of us and love us 
unconditionally. At times when we drift away from you or doubt you are even there, strengthen our faith.  
Please continue to live in our hearts each and every day and continue to show us your way. Amen.

At the time today’s verses were written, Peter was in prison waiting to be 
executed.   

While there he wrote his final letter to the Christians, telling them that the 
most important thing for them to do was to live holy and Godly lives. He 
told them they need to be living their whole life like Jesus.   

I love this illustration because what the Bible teaches us is that we are 
justified—we are made right by God—by faith alone. Faith has to be the 
foundation for everything we do in life. Faith is our foundation, but we 
must make every effort to supplement our faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.   

The Word of God warns us against being lazy in our faith and drifting away 
from Jesus who is our only hope. On my refrigerator, I have a slip of paper 
from one of our church bulletins where I have written, “Faith is simple, it is 
not always easy.”  It is true for us today and it has been all along.  How can 
our faith not be rocked when there is political turmoil, young folks in our 
community dying, and suicide and divorce rates on the rise? God never 
said our lives would be easy, just that we need to have faith, and trust with 
all our heart, He knows our path and is with us at all times.  

But take heed, we must surrender ourselves to God. My favorite verse is 
Colossians 3:23:  

“and whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.”  

Our faith comes from God alone, not from men nor from the works we do. 
At the end of our lives, we will be face to face with God, and at that 
moment, it will only matter what we did in His eyes.   

      Kim Wilson

“For this very reason, you 
must make every effort to 
support your faith with 
goodness, and goodness 
with knowledge,  and 
knowledge with self-
control, and self-control 
with endurance, and 
e n d u r a n c e w i t h 
godliness,  and godliness 
with mutual  affection, 
and mutual affection with 
love.  
For if these things are 
yours and are increasing 
among you, they keep 
y o u f r o m b e i n g 
ineffective and unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 1:5-8

Holy Wednesday, March 31, 2021  
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵



 

Father,  
Let the Holy Spirit teach us to go humbly in this world, seeking to serve all who are in need, to bless others 
with unexpected gifts of service, and to share with gentleness and respect the gift of your Gospel and the 
reason for our joy. We pray this in Jesus name. Amen.

When you read today’s passage, you find the story of Jesus 
washing the disciples’ feet before going to His betrayal.   

I think we need to read a little further to fully understand the 
connection of this event to our inspirational lyric.  

In verses 12-20, Jesus explains the foot washing lesson as the 
example of how they, and by extension, we should live our lives. We 
must be willing to perform even the least laudable service as 
servants to one another, as He knelt to serve them. We must carry His 
message humbly as messengers who are sent by their Master, taking 
no stature from the performance of lowly service, or in the message, 
or as those persons whom He sends. As Jesus admonishes in verse 
16, “Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.” 

Dedicating our lives to His will can be expressed in the way we live 
out our lives - as servants to each other, seeking no praise for our 
service, and finding joy in the lowliest task performed to the best of 
our ability. We must take the message of the Gospel to all who would 
receive it, not because it elevates us as messengers, but because it 
may raise those who receive it. 

Jesus said in verse 20, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the 
one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one 
who sent me.” 

      Gil Becker
Holy Ghost Lutheran 

Family of Faith

“Now before the festival of the 
Passover, Jesus knew that His 
hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, He 
loved them to the end.  The 
devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray Him.  
During supper Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all 
things into His hands, and that 
He had come from God and 
was going to God,  got up 
from the table,  took off His 
outer robe, and tied a towel 
around Himself. Then He 
poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around 
Him.  
He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, “Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?”  
Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.”  
Peter said to Him, “You will 
never wash my feet.”  
Jesus answered, “Unless I 
wash you, you have no share 
with me.”  
Simon Peter said to Him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but 
also my hands and my head!” 

John 13:1-9

Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021 
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵



 

Dear God,  
Allow us to listen to you. Allow us to let go of our ways and let you 
take the driver’s seat for our lives. You know the plans you have for us 
which are far greater than the ones we have for ourselves. Amen.

Last year was crazy but good things have come from it.  

I must admit I became a podcast listener during quarantine. In 
August, Matthew West, a Christian singer-songwriter, started the 
brilliantly-titled The Matthew West Podcast.  

I would listen to this podcast for the entire drive from Waco to home. 
In one episode, Matthew interviewed former Olympic gymnast 
Shawn Johnson East and her husband, Andrew East. Throughout, I 
found a recurring theme that kept me silent and had me thinking all 
the way home. They all shared their experiences of how God had a 
greater plan for them. God’s plan was on display when she decided 
not to go for a second Olympics, which had she gone, they wouldn’t 
have gotten married. Matthew talked about how his goal in life 
before becoming a singer/songwriter was to become a major league 
baseball player. This plan did not last long, quoting his own father 
who told him “Hey, God’s plan is a major league plan, and yours is a 
minor league plan.” His father speaks truth! We can have a plan, but 
God can take that plan and mess it all up because that is not His plan.  

Matthew spotlighted the song "Something Greater”. The song tells 
how Matthew went to Nashville to get a record deal but was turned 
down by many. He was denied until he went to a company where he 
met his future wife and got a record label all in one day. The even 
crazier thing was that his record deal ended up being sold to a label 
that declined him earlier in his career. This is an amazing example of 
how we all need to just let go and let God take control of our story.   

In Luke 22: 39-46, Jesus knows God’s plan but did not want to go 
through with it. In fact, Jesus prayed so hard that He was sweating 
blood! Jesus, just like Matthew, had to allow God to take control and 
allow His plan to work. That’s hard because it requires faith and trust, 
especially since we don’t know what that plan is. As Matthew says at 
the end of each episode, “It’s your story for His glory.” 

      Luke Moellering

“He came out and went, as 
was His custom, to the Mount 
of Olives; and the disciples 
followed Him.  
When He reached the place, 
He said to them, ‘Pray that you 
may not come into the time of 
trial.’  Then He withdrew from 
them about a stone’s throw, 
k n e l t d o w n , a n d 
prayed,  ‘Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from 
me; yet, not my will but yours 
be done.’  
Then an angel from heaven 
appeared to Him and gave 
Him strength.  In His anguish 
He prayed more earnestly, 
and His sweat became like 
great drops of blood falling 
down on the ground.  
When He got up from prayer, 
He came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping because 
of grief, and He said to them, 
‘Why are you sleeping? Get 
up and pray that you may not 
come into the time of trial.’” 

Luke 22:39-46

Good Friday, April 2, 2021  
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵

For more, listen to "Something 
Greater” by Matthew West. Find 
the song  on any music platform. 
You can also look up The Matthew 
West Podcast.



 

Dear Lord,  
You gave me your Son, so I give you myself- all of me, all the time. When 
my “curtains” get in the way, tear them so that I may see. Amen.

These verses in Luke are heavy...I mean, Jesus takes His last breath! That 
is huge! But did you catch the part about the curtains? 

Curtains have many purposes. The ones I have in my classroom allow my 
students to focus on me instead of the extremely interesting lizard that is 
always lurking outside our window.  

Our bedroom curtains block out the annoyingly bright full moon that 
often illuminates our room in the middle of the night.  

We also have curtains in our game room that provide protection from the 
heat of the setting sun. 

My curtains are there to block out or protect. Similarly, the original 
purpose of the curtain in these verses was to close off from view the Most 
Holy Place containing the ark of the covenant in the Temple. But when 
Jesus died, it was torn in two. We are no longer separated from God. 
Because of Christ, we have full access. 

So why is it that we still hold out on God? Some of us keep back just a 
little bit of us for ourselves. I think part of it is fear, at least it is for me. Or 
maybe it is giving up control. I love to be in control (hello... I’m a teacher!). 
Each time though, I am closing a curtain, blocking Him out. All of this is 
unnecessary.  

Look at the proof: 
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 
Philippians 4:19: “My God will supply every need of yours according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

So, this Lenten season ask yourself, “What “curtains” do I have that keep 
me from fully dedicating my whole life to Christ?” They’ve already been 
torn; all we have to do is push them out of the way to see the view 

      Valerie Bonn

“It was now about noon, 
and darkness came over 
the whole land until three 
in the afternoon, while the 
sun’s light failed;  and the 
curtain of the temple was 
torn in two.  
Then Jesus, crying with a 
loud voice, said, ‘Father, 
i n t o y o u r h a n d s I 
commend my spirit.’ 
Having said th is , He 
breathed His last.” 

Luke 23:44-46 

Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021 
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵

To reflect longer, visit 
youtu.be/9XSN7aVTAFU



Easter Sunday is the climax for our faith! 

God’s plan of salvation is fully revealed, and the hope given in the victory Jesus won 
over sin, death, and the devil, is that we might receive those precious gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation! 

Throughout Lent, we’ve focused on the great hymn of dedication, “Take My Life, That 
I May Be.” Taking our life, our days, our hands, our feet, our voice, our possessions, 
our intellect, our will, our love, and our selves; is about letting go and letting God 
direct every aspect of our lives so that we might honor, praise, serve, and obey God. 
It is about being disciples of Christ in our daily lives, living so not only our words, but 
our actions, and even our choices reflect the one who gave His all for us—Jesus! 

For us that journey begins in baptism as we are cleansed from the sin we were born 
into and brought into the family as children of God. St. Paul reminds us in Romans 6 
that we are not to continue living in sin—instead, we are to die to sin and live to 
Christ. In Christ we are made a new creation! Our lives are transformed by the 
sacrifice Jesus made as He went to the cross. He freed us from the bondage of sin, 
so that we might live for Him letting Jesus love and grace permeate every fiber of 
our being. 
 
As I think about baptism- and the water that is such a strong symbol for it- I am 
drawn to the fact that most of us like to take a bath or shower. It does several things 
for us, it cleanses us of the sweat and grime of our day. It is also soothing, and it 
rejuvenates us. It’s the same when God bathes the earth in rain. All the plants and 
even the animals seem to radiate with new life. When my granddaughter gets done 
with her bath, she’s more energetic, and full of life. 

As St. Paul ties our baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection, we are reminded 
that we come as sinners in need of God’s love, grace, and forgiveness. By His 
suffering and death, Jesus washes the dirt and grime of sin off our souls by His 
blood poured out for us on the cross. And by His resurrection we are reborn, 
rejuvenated, and we glow with the power of God’s amazing grace. 

Of course, we still live in a broken world, and we are subject to the sin that surrounds 
us. But as people of the Resurrection, we know we can confess and ask for 
forgiveness, and the cleansing love of Jesus washes over us and renews us so we 
might continue to live for and serve God in our lives. The greatest thing we can do, is 
let other people know there is hope, their sin can be forgiven, and through Jesus 
they too can be refreshed and rejuvenated. 

A Blessed Easter to one and all as we celebrate the power of God’s Love! 

      Pastor David Priem

“What then are 
we to say?  
S h o u l d w e 
continue in sin in 
order that grace 
may abound?   
By no means! 
How can we who 
died to sin go on 
living in it?   
Do you not know 
that all of us who 
h a v e b e e n 
bapt ized in to 
C h r i s t w e r e 
baptized into His 
death?   
Th e re f o re w e 
h a v e b e e n 
buried with Him 
by baptism into 
death, so that, 
just as Christ was 
raised from the 
d e a d b y t h e 
g l o r y o f t h e 
Father, so we too 
might walk in 
newness of life.   
For if we have 
been united with 
Him in a death 
like his, we will 
c e r t a i n l y b e 
united with Him 
in a resurrection 
like His.” 

Romans 6:1-5

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021  
🎶  Take myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee 🎵



LENT + EASTER SEASON @ 
HOLY GHOST LUTHERAN
FEB 16 
SHROVE TUESDAY 

PANCAKE DINNER 
DRIVE-THRU 
6PM - 7PM

APR 4 
EASTER SUNDAY 

(SUNRISE WORSHIP @ 
7AM) 
IN-PERSON  
8AM + 10:30AM 
ONLINE @ 10:30AM  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:15AM

FEB 17 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
WORSHIP 

IN-PERSON + 
ONLINE 
11AM + 6:30PM

FEB 24 - MAR 24 
MID-WEEK 
WORSHIP 

IN-PERSON + 
ONLINE 
11AM + 6:30PM

MAR 28 
PALM SUNDAY 
WORSHIP 

IN-PERSON  
8AM + 10:30AM 
ONLINE @ 10:30AM  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:15AM 

APR 1 
MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
WORSHIP 

11AM + 6:30PM 
(1ST COMMUNION @ 
6:30PM)

APR 2 
GOOD FRIDAY 
WORSHIP 

IN-PERSON + 
ONLINE 
11AM + 6:30PM

109 E SAN ANTONIO • 997- 2288   
HOLYGHOSTFBG.ORG  
FOLLOW US @HOLYGHOSTFBG


